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ARE you reading the advertisements each 
week in the Times? Many have found 
that it pays well. 





























“| Am Debtor .. .” 


By Gene Farrell 


ITHIN my class, bright faces beam 
Implicit trust. 
Within my hand, the Word of God — 
Sublime, august. 
Within my heart, a sense of need 
Too great to tell. 
O Lord, within Thy Son I would 
So daily dwell 


That these who look to me for help 
Might look to Him. 

That this, Thy Book, in youth and age, 
May never dim. 

That this great sense of need may so 
Infill each heart 

That nothing save Thy Son can bid 
It to depart. 


The Right Preparation 

God needs prepared men to give his 
message. It is indeed important to give 
time and prayer and study to the prep- 
aration of any particular Gospel or Bible 
message, but the preparation of the heart 
is even more important than that of the 
message itself. A heart-warming mes- 
sage cannot come from a cold heart. A 
Christian man recently told a friend of 
a particularly strong message that a 
Bible teacher had given on a special 
occasion. Because of the circumstances 
it was not possible for the teacher to 
know just how he should deal with his 
subject until he reached the place of 
meeting. But he is a man who walks 
with God, and his talk was just what 
was needed and deeply touched his 
hearers. The man who attended the 
meeting said that it was a good example 
of “not being prepared with a message, 
but being prepared for a message.” In 
the same connection the Christian man 
told his friend the true story of another 
man who spoke in a Friends’ Meeting. 
His message was so powerful that one 
of the older Friends who heard him 
feared that he had spent some time in 


A Swiss Champion 


LFRED DE MEURON was a suc- 
A cessful engineer in Geneva, and 

it was from his office that the first 
telephonic conversations with Lausanne 
took place. He also first introduced 
electric lighting into the city, importing 
his materials from Edison, and was first 
to build an electric railway, that of 
Saléve. He was a man at the forefront 
of his profession ! 

And he was an aggressive Christian 
also. When Pastor Tophel asked his 
help in Sunday school work he accepted 
the invitation and soon was more than 
busy in Christian enterprises. 

One day there was-a knock at his 
office door and one of the foremost sci- 
entists of Switzerland, the geologist, M. 
Ernest Favre, entered. 

M. Favre’s life had been taken up with 
scientific expeditions and other study, 
but family sorrows, the conversion of 






preparing it before the meeting, which 
is contrary to the general practice of 
the Friends. He said to the speaker, 
“How long was thee preparing that mes- 
sage?” “Forty years,” was the answer. 
This striking reply emphasizes the fact 
that God’s servants need to attend his 
school before they stand before men. 
One message that touches other hearts 
may be the fruit of years of hard experi- 
ence, of much meditation on the Word 
of God, of bereavements, financial trou- 
bles, physical suffering, and other trials 
borne quietly and calmly by the grace 
of God. When the rulers and elders and 
scribes heard Peter and John speak after 
Pentecost, “they marvelled; and they 
took knowledge of them, that they had 
been with Jesus” (Acts 4:13). The 
Scripture puts no premium on lack of 
education, for Paul and many of the 
other writers were learned men. But 
the secret of the power of Peter and 
John was the fact that there was no 
hindrance in their lives to the power of 
the Spirit, and they were filled with 
the Spirit. God will still use anyone 
who puts himself unreservedly in his 
hands. 


of the Oppressed 


his mother, and a recent visit to Paris 
where he had seen miracles of conver- 
sion in the McAll Mission halls opened 
his eyes to wider horizons. He had been 
greatly influenced by reading Alexandre 
Vinet’s life — “struggles in mind, strug- 
gles against sickness, struggles against 
circumstances,” yet Vinet had triumphed 
over all. “And I, overwhelmed with 
gifts from God, how have I used these 
gifts?” said Favre. 

He started to evangelize the un- 
churched aliens in Geneva and when he 
asked Tophel for an assistant, de Meuron 
and his young wife were recommended 
to him. So the engineer joined the geol- 
ogist in the work of evangelization, con- 
secrating thereto his Sundays and cer- 
tain evenings. Of M. Favre he wrote 
later: “The most profound emotion that 
he experienced here below was that 
which caine from helping a soul to its 
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salvation. Many a time have we seen 
his eyes moisten when, after a revival 
service, someone spoke to him of his 
spiritual needs. What a vibration of joy 
passed through him when one ‘took the 
step’ and gave himself to the Lord !” 

A stumbling speaker at first, de 
Meuron became finally one of the most 
gifted of the public orators of Switzer- 
land. After some years of partial serv- 
ice he abandoned his profession to give 
himself entirely to evangelism, preach- 
ing in the open air, holding Bible read- 
ings, visiting in homes. 

After a time, a Band of Workers for 
the People’s Evangelization was organ- 
ized and divided into. six groups accord- 
ing to the quarters of the city. They 
aided each other, and at times took the 
Communion together. They had a little 
paper, at first handwritten, later printed, 
Le Lien (“The Bond”). This de Meuron 





This editorial is based on “Un Homme Parmi 
les Hommes” (“A Man Among Men’), by 
Combrement and Verrey, Editions La Con- 
corde, Lausanne, Switzerland. There is no 
English translation of the book, 
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edited with charm and wisdom. Here 
is a paragraph from it: 


Everyone meets from time to time the 


.pendulier [clock adjuster, who lengthens 


or shortens pendulums]. At fixed hours he 
visits homes to regulate timepieces. In 
watching him I have often said to myself, 
How like’ pendulums are many Christians ! 
They have constantly to be repaired, read- 


-justed, calmed, reanimated. They have to 


have a special person to busy himself with 
them, to exhort, console, bring into equi- 
librium. All these human pendulums have 
this in‘'common. They do not live of them- 
selves, they depend on another. Their 
highest aspiration is to become a well- 
regulated pendulum. But why should their 
ambition not pass from the status of a 
well-adjusted pendulum to that of a pendu- 
lier, or adjuster of pendulums, to repair 
and encourage others, to come of age, no 
longer to absorb the strength of servants 
of God that ought to be consecrated to 
new conquests, but themselves to put them- 
selves to work? 


Certainly an appropriate metaphor for 
Switzerland, land of timepieces ! 

After ten years of city evangelism this 

effort expanded to the yillages about 
(Continued on page 308) 
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NoTES ON OPEN LETTERS 

















Did Old Testament Believers 
Experience the New Birth? 


In a recent issue the article entitled, 
“What Is Meant by the New Birth?” 
(February 22), brought again to my mind 
a question which will not remain an- 
swered in my mind, for I seem to find 
answers both pro and con. This is the 
question: Did the Old Testament saints 
experience the New Birth?—An Oklahoma 
reader. 

The article referred to was the first 
one by Dr. William L. Pettingill in his 
series on the Fundamentals. The sev- 
enth article in the series is on the op- 
posite page, and it will be followed by 
the concluding article, on “The Eternal 
Future of the Saved and the Lost.” Dr. 
Pettingill’s own answer to the reader’s 
question follows: 

The Old Testament gives us no clear 
revelation on the subject of personal 
regeneration. And yet Nicodemus, “the 
teacher of Israel” (John 3:10, R. V.), 
was rebuked for his ignorance touching 
the necessity of the new birth. The 
implication was that this teacher of 
Israel, though he had only the Old Tes- 
tament for his. Bible, should have 
learned from that source the truth that 
“except a man be born again, he cannot 
see” or “enter into the kingdom of God” 
(John 3:3, 5). 

God is sometimes called Father in the 
Old Testament books, but he is not 
therein revealed as the Father of indi- 
viduals who have been born again 
through faith in him. 


In 2 Samuel 7:14 it is written, “I will 


be his father, and he shall be my son,” 
but in Hebrews 1:5 it is shown that the 
“son” here is Christ. 

The words of Psalm 89:26, “Thou art 
my father, and my God, and the rock of 
my salvation,” also, in their ultimate ap- 
plication, doubtless refer to Christ. This 
is shown by the context (see, for exam- 
ple, verses 25 and 27). 

The prayer of Isaiah 63:15-19, appears 
to be the cry of the faithful remnant 
in Israel. In the 16th verse we read: 
“Doubtless thou art our father, though 
Abraham be ignorant of us, and Israel 
acknowledge us not: thou, O Lord, art 
our father, our redeemer; thy name is 
from everlasting.” 

In Isaiah 64:8, the relationship seems 
to be through creation, rather than re- 
generation: “But now, O Lord, thou art 
our father; we are the clay, and thou 
our potter; and we all are the work of 
thy hand.” 





Next Week 


The writer of the letter which is 
answered by Dr. Pettingill on this 
page has also asked another ques- 
tion. God’s Word tells us that 
“without shedding of blood is no 
remission” (Heb. 9:22). The reader 
inquires, “Is there an explanation as 
to why that is true, or is it a fiat 
of God’s?” Dr. Pettingill’s answer 
to this question also will be pub- 
lished in this department next week. 
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In Jeremiah 3:4, 19 the nation of Is- 
rael as such is quite evidently in view, 
calling upon God as Father. Also in 
Jeremiah 31:9: “I am a father to Israel, 
and Ephraim is my firstborn.” This idea 
is often found in the Old Testament 
Scriptures. In Malachi 1:6 God says to 
the sinning nation: “A son honoureth 
his father, and a servant his master: if 
then I be a father, where is mine hon- 
our? and if I be a master, where is my 
fear?” ‘ 

In 1 Samuel 10 there is language re- 

(Continued on page 307) 


we 


The Bible Society's Tribute 
to Dr. Trumbull 


The staff of THe Sunpay ScHoo. 
Times is especially grateful for the fol- 
lowing fine tribute to Dr. Trumbull, 
which was recently received from the 
American Bible Society: 

“It is with a sense of deep loss that the 
officers and Board of Managers of the 
American Bible Society note the passing 
of that great man of the Book, Dr. 
Charles G. Trumbull, Editor of Tue Sun- 
DAY ScHoot Times. Not only has the 
American Bible Society lost a friend, but 
the cause of encouraging Bible transla- 
tion, distribution, and use has also suf- 
fered. It is encouraging, however, to 
reflect upon the number of godly folk 
whom he has inspired to support this 
important work. 

“In 1933 Dr. Trumbull wrote one of 
his characteristically strong brief state- 
ments for the American Bible Society. 
It was called, ‘We Need the Bible.’1 
The first printing of 50,000 copies was 
speedily exhausted and edition followed 
edition until over a quarter of a million 
copies of this tract have now been dis- 
tributed. In this leaflet Dr. Trumbull 
said: 

It shows the only way of salvation; the 
only way of life; the only way of safe 
guidance; the only way of real strength; 
the only way of true comfort. 

It reveals what men could never dis- 
cover for themselves. 

It is written, that “ye might believe that 
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and 
that believing ye might have life through 
his name.” 

“Truly in these days the conservation 
of the ideals of the Book, the upholding 
of the Lord of the Book, and the offer- 
ing of the salvation of the Book is a 
continuing and vital responsibility of all 
Bible-loving Christians. The memory 
of Charles G. Trumbull is a forceful 
witness to this fact. 

Yours in His name, 
Frederick W..Cropp, 
General Secretary, 
For the American Bible Society.” 





1 Readers of The Sunday’ School Times and 
other friends of Dr. Trumbull may secure 
copies of his leaflet, “We Need the Bible,” 
by writing to The Secretaries, American Bible 
Society, Bible House, New York. 
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What it is not, and what it means to the Church 


That Blessed Hope—The Second Coming of Christ 
By William L. Pettingill, DD. 























is meant his personal return to 

the earth to subdue his enemies 
under his feet, and to sit upon David’s 
throne in Jerusalem, destroying all the 
kingdoms of the earth, and establishing 
in their place the Kingdom of Heaven 
upon the earth, filling the earth with 
the knowledge and glory of the Lord as 
the waters cover the sea. 

The coming of the Holy Spirit on the 
great day of Pentecost in Acts 2 was 
not the second coming of Christ. 

The destruction of Jerusalem by the 
armies of Titus in the year A. D. 70 was 
not the second coming of Christ. 

The gradual diffusion of Christianity 
is not the second coming of Christ. 

The clash of armies on the battlefields 
of the world is not the second coming 
of Christ. . 

Let us examine the Scriptures to find 
what God himself means by the second 
coming of Christ. 


B: THE second coming of Christ 


I. THE Fact oF His CoMING 


The Old Testament abounds with pre- 
dictions of the coming Messiah as King. 
At his first coming he fulfilled every 
prediction touching his sufferings, but 
he did not fulfill any of those predic- 
tions touching his glories (1 Pet. 1:11). 
This we have seen in a former study 
(“What Is Meant by Inspiration?” the 
Times, March 1). There are eight times 
as many Old Testament prophecies re- 
lating to the second coming of Messiah 
as of those relating to his first coming. 
Therefore the fact of his coming is estab- 
lished by ‘the Old Testament books, 
wherein God, who cannot lie, hath 
spoken. The Seed of the woman must 
crush the serpent’s head. The Lamb of 
God must be manifested’ as the Lion of 
Judah. The events of Bethlehem and 
Calvary have passed; the anointed Sov- 
ereign of the world must be crownéd 
on Mount Zion. Let us see the picture 
presented in Isaiah 9:6, 7: 

“For unto us a child is born [fulfilled 
at Bethlehem], unto us a son is given 
{fulfilled at Calvary, when God so loved 
the world that he gave his Son]: and 
the government shall be [not “is” but 
“shall be”] upon his shoulder [not yet 
fulfilled, but to be fulfilled at his second 
coming]: and his name shall be called 
Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, 
The everlasting Father, The Prince of 
Peace. 

“Of the increase of his government 
and peace there shall be no end, upon 
the throne of David, and upon his king- 
dom, to order it, and to establish it 


In this seventh article of his series 
on the Fundamentals, Dr. Pettingill 
sets forth six different aspects of the 
great doctrine of the personal, vis- 
ible return of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Believers who are already looking 
forward to the Second Coming will 
find this outline useful in their own 
studies, and the article is so clearly 
and simply written, and so well sup- 
ported with Scripture, that it might 
well be given to unbelievers and 
skeptics to introduce the subject to 
them. The concluding article in the 
series, on “The Eternal Future of the 
Saved and the Lost,” will be pub- 
lished in an early issue. 








with judgment and with justice from 
henceforth even for ever. The zeal of 
the Lord of hosts will perform this.” 

Then let us look at Jeremiah 23:5, 6: 

“Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, 
that I will raise unto David a righteous 
Branch, and a King shall reign and pros- 
per, and shall execute judgment and 
justice in the earth. 

“In his days Judah shall be saved, 
and Israel shall dwell safely: and this 
is his name whereby he shall be called, 
THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS.” 

There are many such Scriptures, but 
these may suffice to show that the Old 
Testament demands the second coming 
of Christ. 

Our Lord’s own testimony also is clear 
and definite as to his return. Hear him 
saying, “I will come again” (John 14:3); 
and “Surely I come quickly” (Rev. 22: 
20). The Bible student will find many 
similar promises from the lips of the 
True and Faithful Witness. 





At this time (February 23 through 
April 28) Dr. Pettingill is broadcast- 
ing every weekday morning at 6.30 
(Central Standard Time) from 
Waterloo, Iowa, over nineteen radio 
stations in Iowa, North Dakota, 
Kansas, Wisconsin, Minnesota, 
South Dakota, and Missouri. In 
connection with his broadcasts three 
of his fine booklets entitled “Brief 
Studies in Bible Doctrines,” “Brief 
Prophetic Messages,” and “Brief 
Evangelistic Messages” have just 
been published. Each may be had 
at 25 cents a copy, from the Cedar 
Book Store, Box 87, Waterloo, 
Iowa. 











It is not necessary here to enumerate 
the many predictions in the writings of 
Paul and the other New Testament 
writers pointing to the second coming 
of Christ. There are over three hundred 
of them. The New Testament saints 
were “waiting for the coming of our 
Lord” (1 Cor. 1:7); they were appointed 
“to serve the living and true God; and 
to wait for his Son from heaven” (1 
Thess. 1:9, 10); they were taught that 
“the coming of the Lord draweth nigh” 
(Jas. 5:7, 8); and this was ever held 
forth as a blessed and purifying hope 
(Titus 2:11-14; 1 John 3:1-3). 


II. THE MANNER oF His ComING 


He himself declared that his second 
coming would be glorious in its mani- 
festation. He said: “Behold, I have 
told you before. Wherefore if they shall 
say unto you, Behold, he is in the desert; 
go not forth: behold, he is in the secret 
chambers; believe it not. For as the 
lightning cometh out of the east, and 
shineth even unto the west; so shall also 
the coming of the Son of man be;... 
and they shall see the Son of man com- 
ing in the clouds of heaven with power 
and great glory” (Matt. 24:25-30). 

On the day that he ascended into 
Heaven from the Mount of Olives, his 
Gisciples, after seeing a cloud receive 
him out of their sight, continued to 
look stedfastly toward heaven; and, “be- 
hold, two men stood by them in white 
apparel; which also said, Ye men of 
Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into 
heaven? this same Jesus, which is taken 
up from you into heaven, shall so come 
in likes manner as ye have seen him 
go into heaven” (Acts 1:10, 11). 

Here is a perfectly clear, perfectly 
simple, perfectly satisfactory answer to 
our question as to the manner of his 
coming. He went away bodily, he went 
visibly, he went in the clouds. He will 
return bodily, he will return visibly, and 
he will return in the clouds. “Behold, 
he cometh with clouds; and every eye 
shall see him, and they also which 
pierced him: and all kindreds of the 
earth shall wail because of him. Even 
so, Amen” (Rev. 1:7). 


III. Tue Prace or His Comine 


In Zechariah 14:4, it is written that 
“his feet shall stand in that day upon 
the mount of Olives, which is before 
Jerusalem on the east.” So he will re- 
turn to the place where he stood just 
before leaving for his heavenly Home. 
He comes back to take up his work ex- 
actly where he left off. 
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salvation. Many a time have we seen 
his eyes moisten when, after a revival 
service, someone spoke to him of his 
spiritual needs. What a vibration of joy 
passed through him when one ‘took the 
step’ and gave himself to the Lord !” 

A stumbling speaker at first, de 
Meuron became finally one of the most 
gifted of the public orators of Switzer- 
land. After some years of partial serv- 
ice he abandoned his profession to give 
himself entirely to evangelism, preach- 
ing in the open air, holding Bible read- 
ings, visiting in homes. 

After a time, a Band of Workers for 
the People’s Evangelization was organ- 
ized and divided into. six groups accord- 
ing to the quarters of the city. They 
aided each other, and at times took the 
Communion together. They had a little 
paper, at first handwritten, later printed, 
Le Lien (“The Bond”). This de Meuron 





This editorial is based on “Un Homme Parmi 
les Hommes” (“A Man Among Men’), by 
Combrement and Verrey, Editions La Con- 
corde, Lausanne, Switzerland. There is no 
English translation of the book. 


.pendulier [clock adjuster, 
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edited with charm and wisdom. Here 
is a paragraph from it: 


Everyone meets from time to time the 
who lengthens 
or shortens pendulums]. At fixed hours he 
visits homes to regulate timepieces. In 
watching him I have often said to myself, 
How like’ pendulums are many Christians ! 
They have constantly to be repaired, read- 
justed, calmed, reanimated. They have to 
have a special person to busy himself with 
them, to exhort, console, bring into equi- 
librium. All these human pendulums have 
this in‘common. They do not live of them- 
selves, they depend on another. Their 
highest aspiration is to become a _ well- 
regulated pendulum. But why should their 
ambition not pass from the status of a 
well-adjusted pendulum to that of a pendu- 
lier, or adjuster of pendulums, to repair 
and encourage others, to come of age, no 
longer to absorb the strength of servants 
of God that ought to be consecrated to 
new conquests, but themselves to put them- 
selves to work? 


Certainly an appropriate metaphor for 
Switzerland, land of timepieces ! 

After ten years of city evangelism this 

effort expanded to the villages about 
(Continued on page 308) 
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Did Old Testament Believers 
Experience the New Birth? 


In a recent issue the article entitled, 
“What Is Meant by the New Birth?” 
(February 22), brought again to my mind 
a question which will not remain an- 
swered in my mind, for I seem to find 
answers both pro and con. This is the 
question: Did the Old Testament saints 
experience the New Birth?—An Oklahoma 
reader. 

The article referred to was the first 
one by Dr. William L. Pettingill in his 
series on the Fundamentals. The sev- 
enth article in the series is on the op- 
posite page, and it will be followed by 
the concluding article, on “The Eternal 
Future of the Saved and the Lost.” Dr. 
Pettingill’s own answer to the reader’s 
question follows: 

The Old Testament gives us no clear 
revelation on the subject of personal 
regeneration. And yet Nicodemus, “the 
teacher of Israel” (John 3:10, R. V.), 
was rebuked for his ignorance touching 
the necessity of the new birth. The 
implication was that this teacher of 
Israel, though he had only the Old Tes- 
tament for his Bible, should have 
learned from that source the truth that 
“except a man be born again, he cannot 
see” or “enter into the kingdom of God” 
(John 3:3, 5). 

God is sometimes called Father in the 
Old Testament books, but he is not 
therein revealed as the Father of indi- 
viduals who have been born again 
through faith in him. 


In 2 Samuel 7:14 it is written, “I wil] 


be his father, and he shall be my son,” 
but in Hebrews 1:5 it is shown that the 
“son” here is Christ. 

The words of Psalm 89:26, “Thou art 
my father, and my God, and the rock of 
my salvation,” also, in their ultimate ap- 
plication, doubtless refer to Christ. This 
is shown by the context (see, for exam- 
ple, verses 25 and 27). 

The prayer of Isaiah 63:15-19, appears 
to be the cry of the faithful remnant 
in Israel. In the 16th verse we read: 
“Doubtless thou art our father, though 
Abraham be ignorant of us, and Israel 
acknowledge us not: thou, O Lord, art 
our father, our redeemer; thy name is 
from everlasting.” 

In Isaiah 64:8, the relationship seems 
to be through creation, rather than re- 
generation: “But now, O Lord, thou art 
our father; we are the clay, and thou 
our potter; and we all are the work of 
thy hand.” 





Next Week 


The writer of the letter which is 
answered by Dr. Pettingill on this 
page has also asked another ques- 
tion. God’s Word tells us _ that 
“without shedding of blood is no 
remission” (Heb. 9:22). The reader 
inquires, “Is there an explanation as 
to why that is true, or is it a fiat 
of God’s?” Dr. Pettingill’s answer 
to this question also will be pub- 
lished in this department next week. 
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In Jeremiah 3:4, 19 the nation of Is- 
rael as such is quite evidently in view, 
calling upon God as Father. Also in 
Jeremiah 31:9: “I am a father to Israel, 
and Ephraim is my firstborn.” This idea 
is often found in the Old Testament 
Scriptures. In Malachi 1:6 God says to 
the sinning nation: “A son honoureth 
his father, and a servant his master: if 
then I be a father, where is mine hon- 
our? and if I be a master, where is my 
fear?” : 

In 1 Samuel 10 there is language re- 

(Continued on page 307) 
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The Bible Society's Tribute 
to Dr. Trumbull 


The staff of THe Sunpay ScHOooL 
Times is especially grateful for the fol- 
lowing fine tribute to Dr. Trumbull, 
which was recently received from the 
American Bible Society: 

“It is with a sense of deep loss that the 
officers and Board of Managers of the 
American Bible Society note the passing 
of that great man of the Book, Dr. 
Charles G. Trumbull, Editor of THe Sun- 
pAY ScHoot Times. Not only has the 
American Bible Society lost a friend, but 
the cause of encouraging Bible transla- 
tion, distribution, and use has also suf- 
fered. It is encouraging, however, to 
reflect upon the number of godly folk 
whom he has inspired to support this 
important work. 

“In 1933 Dr. Trumbull wrote one of 
his characteristically strong brief state- 
ments for the American Bible Society. 
It was called, ‘We Need the Bible.’1 
The first printing of 50,000 copies was 
speedily exhausted and edition followed 
edition until over a quarter of a million 
copies of this tract have now been dis- 
tributed. In this leaflet Dr. Trumbull 
said: 

It shows the only way of salvation; the 
only way of life; the only way of safe 
guidance; the only way of real strength; 
the only way of true comfort. 

It reveals what men could never dis- 
cover for themselves. 

It is written, tnat “ye might believe that 
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and 
that believing ye might have life through 
his name.” 

“Truly in these days the conservation 
of the ideals of the Book, the upholding 
of the Lord of the Book, and the offer- 
ing of the salvation of the Book is a 
continuing and vital responsibility of all 
Bible-loving Christians. The memory 
of Charles G. Trumbull is a forceful 
witness to this fact. 


Yours in His name, 
Frederick W. Cropp, 
General Secretary, 
For the American Bible Society.” 





1 Readers of The Sunday’ School Times and 
other friends of Dr. Trumbull may secure 
copies of his leaflet, ‘“‘We Need the Bible,” 


by writing to The Secretaries, American Bible 
Society, Bible House, New York. 
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What it is not, and what it means to the Church 


That Blessed Hope—The Second Coming of Christ 











By William L. Pettingill’ DD. 














is meant his personal return to 

the earth to subdue his enemies 
under his feet, and to sit upon David’s 
throne in Jerusalem, destroying all the 
kingdoms of the earth, and establishing 
in their place the Kingdom of Heaven 
upon the earth, filling the earth with 
the knowledge and glory of the Lord as 
the waters cover the sea. 

The coming of the Holy Spirit on the 
great day of Pentecost in Acts 2 was 
not the second coming of Christ. 

The destruction of Jerusalem by the 
armies of Titus in the year A. D. 70 was 
not the second coming of Christ. 

The gradual diffusion of Christianity 
is not the second coming of Christ. 

The clash of armies on the battlefields 
of the world is not the second coming 
of Christ. 

Let us examine the Scriptures to find 
what God himself means by the second 
coming of Christ. 


B: THE second coming of Christ 


I. Tue Fact or His CoMING 


The Old Testament abounds with pre- 
dictions of the coming Messiah as King. 
At his first coming he fulfilled every 
prediction touching his sufferings, but 
he did not fulfill any of those predic- 
tions touching his glories (1 Pet. 1:11). 
This we have seen in a former study 
(“What Is Meant by Inspiration?” the 
Times, March 1). There are eight times 
as many Old Testament prophecies re- 
lating to the second coming of Messiah 
as of those relating to his first coming. 
Therefore the fact of his coming is estab- 
lished by ‘the Old Testament books, 
wherein God, who cannot lie, hath 
spoken. The Seed of the woman must 
crush the serpent’s head. The Lamb of 
God must be manifested’ as the Lion of 
Judah. The events of Bethlehem and 
Calvary have passed; the anointed Sov- 
ereign of the world must be crownéd 
on Mount Zion. Let us see the picture 
presented in Isaiah 9:6, 7: 

“For unto us a child is born [fulfilled 
at Bethlehem], unto us a son is given 
{fulfilled at Calvary, when God so loved 
the world that he gave his Son]: and 
the government shall be [not “is” but 
“shall be”] upon his shoulder [not yet 
fulfilled, but to be fulfilled at his second 
coming]: and his name shall be called 
Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, 
The everlasting Father, The Prince of 
Peace. 

“Of the increase of his government 
and peace there shall be no end, upon 
the throne of David, and upon his king- 
dom, to order it, and to establish it 


In this seventh article of his series 
on the Fundamentals, Dr. Pettingill 
sets forth six different aspects of the 
great doctrine of the personal, vis- 
ible return of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Believers who are already looking 
forward to the Second Coming will 
find this outline useful in their own 
studies, and the article is so clearly 
and simply written, and so well sup- 
ported with Scripture, that it might 
well be given to unbelievers and 
skeptics to introduce the subject to 
them. The concluding article in the 
series, on “The Eternal Future of the 
Saved and the Lost,” will be pub- 
lished in an early issue. 








with judgment and with justice from 
henceforth even for ever. The zeal of 
the Lord of hosts will perform this.” 

Then let us look at Jeremiah 23:5, 6: 

“Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, 
that I will raise unto David a righteous 
Branch, and a King shall reign and pros- 
per, and shall execute judgment and 
justice in the earth. 

“In his days Judah shall be saved, 
and Israel shall dwell safely: and this 
is his name whereby he shall be called, 
THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS.” 

There are many such Scriptures, but 
these may suffice to show that the Old 
Testament demands the second coming 
of Christ. 

Our Lord’s own testimony also is clear 
and definite as to his return. Hear him 
saying, “I wiil come again” (John 14:3); 
and “Surely I come quickly” (Rev. 22: 
20). The Bible student will find many 
similar promises from the lips of the 
True and Faithful Witness. 





At this time (February 23 through 
April 28) Dr. Pettingill is broadcast- 
ing every weekday morning at 6.30 
(Central Standard Time) from 
Waterloo, Iowa, over nineteen radio 
stations in Iowa, North Dakota, 
Kansas, Wisconsin, Minnesota, 
South Dakota, and Missouri. In 
connection with his broadcasts three 
of his fine booklets entitled “Brief 
Studies in Bible Doctrines,” “Brief 
Prophetic Messages,” and “Brief 
Evangelistic Messages” have just 
been published. Each may be had 
at 25 cents a copy, from the Cedar 
Book Store, Box 87, Waterloo, 
Iowa. 











It is not necessary here to enumerate 
the many predictions in the writings of 
Paul and the other New Testament 
writers pointing to the second coming 
of Christ. There are over three hundred 
of them. The New Testament saints 
were “waiting for the coming of our 
Lord” (1 Cor. 1:7); they were appointed 
“to serve the living and true God; and 
to wait for his Son from heaven” (1 
Thess. 1:9, 10); they were taught that 
“the coming of the Lord draweth nigh” 
(Jas. 5:7, 8); and this was ever held 
forth as a blessed and purifying hope 
(Titus 2:11-14; 1 John 3:1-3). 


II. THe MANNER oF His ComMING 


He himself declared that his second 
coming would be glorious in its mani- 
festation. He said: “Behold, I have 
told you before. Wherefore if they shall 
say unto you, Behold, he is in the desert; 
go not forth: behold, he is in the secret 
chambers; believe it not. For as the 
lightning cometh out of the east, and 
shineth even unto the west; so shall also 
the coming of the Son of man be; . 
and they shall see the Son of man com- 
ing in the clouds of heaven with power 
and great glory” (Matt. 24:25-30). 

On the day that he ascended into 
Heaven from the Mount of Olives, his 
Gisciples, after seeing a cloud receive 
him out of their sight, continued to 
look stedfastly toward heaven; and, “be- 
hold, two men stood by them in white 
apparel; which also said, Ye men of 
Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into 
heaven? this same Jesus, which is taken 
up from you into heaven, shall so come 
in like. manner as ye have seen him 
go into heaven” (Acts 1:10, 11). 

Here is a perfectly clear, perfectly 
simple, perfectly satisfactory answer to 
our question as to the manner of his 
coming. He went away bodily, he went 
visibly, he went in the clouds. He will 
return bodily, he will return visibly, and 
he will return in the clouds. “Behold, 
he cometh with clouds; and every eye 
shall see him, and they also which 
pierced him: and all kindreds of the 
earth shall wail because of him. Even 
so, Amen” (Rev. 1:7). 


III. Tue Piace or His Cominc 


In Zechariah 14:4, it is written that 
“his feet shall stand in that day upon 
the mount of Olives, which is before 
Jerusalem on the east.” So he will re- 
turn to the place where he stood just 
before leaving for his heavenly Home. 
He comes back to take up his work ex- 
actly where he left off. 
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In Matthew 25:31 he says that when 
he comes, “then shall he sit upon the 
throne of his glory: and before him 
shall be gathered all nations” for judg- 


ment. So he must go from the Mount, 


of Olives to Mount Zion in Jerusalem, 
for that is where David’s throne was 
located and will be located again: “for. 
the law shall go forth of Zion, and the 
werd of the Lord from Jerusalem”; and 
“the Lord shall reign over them in 
mount Zion from henceforth, even -for 
ever. And thou, O tower of the flock, 
the stronghold of the daughter of Zion, 
unto thee shall it come, even the first 
dominion; the kingdom shall come to 
the daughter of Jerusalem” (Micah 4: 
eM 


IV. THe Purpose or His Cominc 


This has already been indicated. He 
comes to deliver Jerusalem just. as 
everything seems to be lost in the siege 


of Zechariah 14. “Then shall the Lord- 


go forth, and fight against those nations, 
as when he fought in the day of battle” 
(v. 3). 

He comes to destroy all the kingdoms 
and governments of men and set up his 
own Kingdom. Then “shall the God of 
heaven set up a kingdom, which shall 
never be destroyed: and... it shall 
break in pieces and consume all these 
kingdoms, and it shall stand for ever” 
(Dan. 2:44); “and the Lord shall be 
King over all the earth: in that day 
shall there be one Lord, and his name 
one” (Zech. 14:9); “and the Lord God 
shall give unto him the throne of his 
father David: and he shall reign over 
the house of Jacob for ever; and of his 
kingdom there shall be no end” (Luke 
1:32, 33). Man is showing himself 
a miserable failure in the matter of gov- 
ernment, and this will go on “until the 
appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ: 
which in his times he shall shew, who 
is the blessed and only Potentate, the 
King of kings, and Lord of lords” (1 
Tim, 6: 14, 15). ‘ 


V. THe Tome or His Cominc 


The time of his coming is not revealed; 
“of that day and hour knoweth no man, 
no, not the angels of heaven, but my 
Father only” (Matt. 24:36). We only 
know that the second coming of Christ 
will follow certain other predicted 
events. 

First, there must come the rapture 
(that is, the catching up) of the saved — 
including the dead in Christ and those 
who are alive and remain until his com- 
ing for them —to meet the Lord in the 


air, as described in 1 Thessalonians 4: . 


13-18. For this we dre appointed to be 
always waiting (1 Thess. 1:9, 10). This 
is not the second coming of Christ to 
the earth; rather, it is a coming into 
the air only, to receive his own unto 
himself. The Second Coming is related 
to signs and times, but the Rapture is 
a signless and timeless event, which may 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


transpire at any moment of any day or 
any night. 

Then, upon the earth, there must be 
manifested the Beast and False Prophet 
of Revelation 13, and there must come 
that unprecedented, unexampled, un- 
paralleled period of affliction called the 
Great Tribulation. And then, “imme- 
diately after the tribulation of those 
days shall the sun be darkened, and -the 
moon shall not‘give her light, and the 
stars shall fall from heaven, and the 
powers of the heavens shall be shaken: 
and then shall appear the sign of the 
Son of man in heaven: and then shall 
all the tribes of the earth mourn, and 
they shall see the Son of man coming 
in the clouds of heaven with power and 
great glory” (Matt, 24:29, 30); 

VI. THe Power -or His ComMinc 

There is nothing like the hope of our 
Lord’s. return to quicken the believer 
and make him fruitful in the service of 
God. It is God’s appointed means by 


April 12, 1941 


which to separate his people unto him- 
self and to wean them from the world 
and its empty allurements. “Every man 
that hath this hope in him purifieth him- 
self, even as he is pure” (1 John 3:1-3). 


“The King shall come when morning dawns, 
And light triumphant breaks; 

When beauty gilds the eastern hills, 

~. And life to joy awakes. 


“Not as of old a little child 
To bear, arid fight, and die, 

But crowned with glory like the sun 
That lights the morning sky. 


“O brighter than the rising morn 
When He, victorious, rose, 

And left the lonesome place of death, 
Despite. the rage of foes; — 


“© brighter than that glorious morn 
Shall this fair morning be; 

When Christ, our King, in beauty comes, 
And we His face shall see. 


“The King shall come when morning dawns, 
And light and. beauty brings: 

Hail, Christ the Lord! Thy people pray, 
Come quickly, King of kings.” 


—John Brownlie. 








An active group which is building 
on the right foundation 








Why Our Young Folks Come to Prayer Meeting 


By Douglas M. White 














FTER several years of positive 

preaching and teaching in our 
church on the need and blessedness of 
the separated life, we found that a num- 
ber of. young people, and a few older 
ones, had definitely cut loose from their 
worldly entanglements and were living 
consistent, Christian lives. This seemed 
to require a little more definite training 
in order to conserve and nurture these 
who had taken a stand, and through 
them reach others, especially among the 
young people. 

After much prayer we finally decided 
to begin a Friday night prayer service 
for young people.- We asked one of the 
older girls who had taken a true stand 
to give us a list of those whom she 
thought were living separated lives. We 
then interviewed each one privately and 
individually. -We let them know ex- 
actly what’ we had in mind: that it 
was those who were through with pic- 
ture shows, and other trifling amuse- 
ments and worldly practices, and who 
wanted to live out and out for Jesus 
Christ, that we wanted to invite to meet 
for prayer and fellowship. Some of 
them, of course, -were -not interested 
(they had not burned all the bridges 
behind -them), but most of them re- 
sponded gladly. 

We avoided publicity as much as pos- 
sible. We did not make any public 
announcements about the meeting, but 
there was no secrecy about it. Every- 
one knew what we were doing, and we 
encouraged all -who really meant busi- 


ness.to join us. On the other hand, 
we do not put undue pressure.on those 
who are hesitant; we would much rather 
have them come of their own free will. 

Of those who have responded, each is 
now a daily Bible reader. Each one 
spends time in private prayer, and 
nearly all the group lead in prayer at 
this service, and most of them have 
learned to pray in the Wednesday night 
prayer service of the church. They are 
all openly committed to a life of separa- 
tion, and we discuss these matters 
openly and frankly. 

The order of service has developed by 
degrees. Each week a boy or girl is 
appointed to preside at the next meeting. 
Another’ is appointed to take the de- 
votional part of the service, selecting 
a portion of Scripture to read, leading 
in the opening prayer, and sometimes in- 
cluding a verse or poem that is appro- 
priate. Later we shall have them bring 
a brief, simple message. Following this 
each one is given opportunity. to tell of 
some special blessing received in the 
devotional reading during the previous 
week. This has proved to be tremen- 
dously effective in helping them to learn 
to interpret the Bible for their own 
spiritual benefit, as well as a means of 
imparting blessing to others. This is 


usually followed by a Bible quiz, divid- 
ing up into two groups. We have been 
using “Know Your Bible,” by Dr. Amos 
R. Wells (W. A. Wilde Co., Boston, $1). 
Sometimes we have a “sword drill” or 
testimony meeting, and sometimes we 
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take this opportunity to deliver a few 
kindly admonitions, as the occasion de- 
mands. 

A period is given to personal evange- 
lism, at which time we have followed, in 
brief form, a regular Bible institute 
course on this subject. The young peo- 
ple have thrived on it, searching for 
and applying the Scriptures for each 
particular need. Then the last fifteen 
or twenty minutes is given to definite 
prayer for the lost, and all the needs 
of our church, and even to earth’s re- 
motest bounds. 

The idea that you cannot hold the 
young people without suppers and enter- 
tainments is false, The old-fashioned 
Gospel of Jesus Christ is the only thing 
that will hold them permanently. 
Neither does a special young people’s 
prayer meeting detract from the regu- 
lar church prayer service; it tends to 
increase the attendance there. Parents 
find that disciplinary difficulties in the 
home are often settled simply by saying, 
“All right then, you cannot go to prayer 
meeting.” Last fall the young people 
were asked if they thought it besi to 
drop the weekly meetings when s-hool 
began. The look of surprise on their 
faces was amusing to behold, and when 
an expression was asked for there was 


- a- unanimous and enthusiastic demand to 


continue. 

One of the group who has gone to 
college wrote to the pastor as follows: 
“I like school just fine, but I do miss 
prayer meetings, both ‘Wednesday and 
Friday. I know you are still having 
some wonderful meetings on Friday 
nights, and I hope they will mean as 
much to the others as they did to 
me.” 

Another girl, somewhat younger, vis- 
ited her cousin in the city, who invited 
her to go to a picture show. She de- 
clined, frankly . stating that since she 
had accepted Jesus she no longer had 
any desire for those things. She later 
received a letter from her cousin saying 
that as a result of that testimony she 
had accepted Christ, and now she also 
had lost her desire for the things of the 
world. The mother of this same girl 
has recently taken a stand in regard to 
separation, and confessed that she had 
spent some very miserable hours in the 
show house, after her daughter had re- 
fused to go. 

We encourage the young people to 
try to get their parents to establish the 
family altar in the home. Many other 
testimonies could be added to these, but 
we feel that this is really accomplishing 
something. 

Of course we are more or less feeling 
our way along, and will introduce other 
helpful features as time goes on. Sug- 
gestions from the readers of THE SUNDAY 
ScHoot Times would be gratefully re- 
ceived and appreciated. When the pas- 
tor cannot be present, some brother min- 
ister or consecrated adult who is in 
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sympathy with the work is asked to 
meet with the group. The objective, 
however, is to develop the young people 
themselves, and help them to zrow up 
into mature, Christian men and women. 
We are firmly convinced that this phase 
of our work here is going to prove to be 
the best investment of all, and pay the 
greatest dividends in eternity. 
CLARKESVILLE, GA. 


Encouraging Children 
to Stay for Church 


By Adelaide Blanton 


T A little country church in. South- 

ern Indiana, called Mt. Tabor, the 
pastor had an interesting and helpful 
way of persuading the children to re- 
main for a church period. He called 
it the Children’s Church Hour, although 
it was never longer than twenty or 
thirty minutes. He conducted it at ten 
thirty, directly before his regular 
preaching service. 

The service really consisted of an il- 
lustrated sermonette especially prepared 
for children. It was always illustrated 
by some object lesson or an interesting 
demonstration of a blackboard drawing. 
He announced that it was for all boys 
and girls under fourteen years of age, 
and a certain space was reserved in the 
front section of the church for the chil- 
dren. He had no difficulty in persuad- 
ing them to stay after the Sunday school 
was over, for his object lessons were 
so interesting. The children simply 
wanted to stay. They were allowed to 
choose the song they wanted to sing, 
then he offered a short, earnest prayer 
in their behalf and one that they could 
all understand. 

Then some object was exhibited. For 
instance, it might be a bushel basket 
and a candle or lamp from which he 
would take his subject, using the Scrip- 
ture found in Matthew 5:14, 15: “Ye 
are the light of the world. A city that 
is set on an hill cannot be hid. Neither 
do men light a candle, and put it under 
a bushel, but on a candlestick; and it 
giveth light unto all that are in the 
house.” He would then demonstrate a 
hidden light by actually putting the 
bushel over it. 

Sometimes his object lesson would be 
drawn from a rose or other flower, and 
his subject would be about the greatness 
of God. He would tear the flower into 
many pieces and show how anyone could 
destroy it, but only God could make it 
beautiful, as it had naturally grown. 

Once he brought a family of candles, 
some large and some small. He lighted 
some and let those that were burning 
brightly represent people who were 
touched by the love of Christ. He also 
showed how one member of the family 
could be the means of giving light to 
someone else right in his own family. 
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Some of his sermonettes were illus- 
trated with coins or money, some with 
clothes, others with books or household 
articles. Once I saw him take into the 
pulpit a heavy farm tool, a pick that 
was intended to dig deep into the 
ground. He drew from it the lesson of 
digging deep, and encouraged the chil- 
dren to begin reading their Bibles, dig- 
ging down after some of the good things 
that are stored in there for children 
as well as older folks. 

Each lesson was founded upon a text 
in the Bible. 

After the sermon and illustration were 
given, he excused the children if they 
wanted to go home, requesting them to 
march out as quietly as possible. All 
the smaller children that had to remain 
with their parents were asked to move 
quietly and sit with their parents. The 
children who were dismissed, if they 
cared to go, learned to leave reverently 
and quietly without disturbing the other 
service that followed. 

The adult sermon and service then 
followed. The adults were of course 
allowed to listen in on the children’s 
service, and often remarks were heard 
that the parents enjoyed the children’s 
sermons just. as much as, if not more 
than they did their own. 


New A.sany, IND. 
we 


The Biggest Givers 
By Norman Schlichter 


SUPERINTENDENT of a_ small 

Sunday school in a coal mining 
community will always stand out in my 
memory. He often made the following 
comment before asking that the treas- 
urer’s report be read for the day: 

“Now for the information of any vis- 
itors who may be here today, and for 
the continued inspiration of every mem- 
ber of our school, I want to remind you 
again that we think of money gifts as 
our very smallest gifts. The biggest 
giver among us is the one who gives 
the most of himself to our school, and I 
am thankful that we are blessed with 
many big givers of this kind.” 

Another superintendent I knew fre- 
quently used to say, in connection with 
the statistical report, before or after it 
was read: “Today I know about a secret 
gift of one of our members. I heard 
about it last week. It was bigger than 
today’s collection, or any day’s collec- 
tion, many times over. It was a gift of 
sacrifice, of which only God knows the 
real value.” 

Sometimes he referred to a human ex- 
perience too confidential to be told. Then 
he would add, “And the secret I know 
today cannot be told.” But often he 
would say, “If any member wants to 
know my secret today all he needs to 
do to find it out is to ask me.” 

What eagerness there was on the part 
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of many, old and young, to hear him tell 
them privately about the special kind- 
ness or service or faith of some school 
member which had been brought to his 
attention ! 

It is not surprising that I can add that 
the money gifts of both these Sunday 
schools were unusually large for their 
enrollments. 

When the leaders emphasize sacrificial 
giving of faith, kindness, and good will 
on the part of the members of the school, 
the money side of giving will always be 
helped. 

I hope the example of the two spir- 
itually-wise superintendents I have told 
of will be helpful to many present-day 
Sunday school leaders and teachers. 

ANNVILLE, Pa. 


A Letter from Spurgeon 





IFTY-ONE years ago, Charles Had- 

don Spurgeon, according to one of 
his regular customs, wrote a letter from 
London to the son of one of his former 
students who had been in his classes in 
the Pastors College. It was his habit 
whenever the children of ‘his students 
reached their tenth birthday to write 
them a personal letter. The letter which 
is given herewith was written to Mas- 
ter Walter Mayo, the son of the Rev. 
W. L. Mayo, then living at Alloway, 
New Jersey. The original letter is one 
of Mr. Walter Mayo’s prized possessions, 
and it is good to know that he has been 
a staunch Christian all these years, and 
that he is active as Deacon and Sunday 
school teacher in the Spruce Street Bap- 
tist Church in Philadelphia, of which the 
Rev. Herbert V. Hotchkiss is pastor. We 
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who are working among children and 
young people today may well learn les- 
sons from this warmhearted, personal 
letter to a hoy of ten from one of the 
greatest of all preachers. Mr. Spurgeon 
wrote across the top of the letter, “Lord, 
save my little friend.” 
Westwood, 
Norwood, 
Aug. 8, 1890. 

Dear Young Friend, 

I am anxious that the little ones should 
be saved. I heard a number of ministers 
pray for their dear boys and girls; and 
after they had done.I said to myself, 
“I will write a letter to their children, 
and try to make them think about 
Jesus.” .What a joy it would be if you 
dear Walter were, while yet a child, to 
be saved by the Lord Jesus, He can 
wash away sin, and by his Holy Spirit 
he can change the heart, and he can do 
it quite as easily in the young as in the 
grown-up people. If we seek salvation 
by Jesus Christ, God will give it. In the 
Bible we are told to believe —that is 
TRUST. We trust Jesus to save us, and 
he does save us. I want you to trust 
him NOW. 

I hope you will have a long and useful 
life; and trust in Christ will be the sure 
way to help you year by year to live 
happily. But you may die while yet 
young, and then, through faith in Jesus, 
you will enter Heaven to be glorified 
with the Lord for ever. 

“They that seek me early shall find 
me.” That is the text for you. I hope 
you will seek at once, and find Jesus at 
once. I may never see you here, but 
I hope I shall meet you, and your dear 
parents, in the land of the blessed. 


Yours, with my best wishes, 
(signed) C. H. Spurgeon. 
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The close of the letter, and Spurgeon's signature 
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Teaching by Objects 


By Kenneth E. Pettijohn 




















IV. The Bible — God's Light to Us 


Object: A lighted candle, and a 
flashlight. 


Theme: The Bible gives us + just the 
light we need for our Christian lives, 
and helps us to know God’s will. 


N ILLUSTRATION that I heard Dr. 

Harry Rimmer use a number. of 
years ago might serve as a good opener 
for this object lesson. Dr. .Rimmer’s 
address was on the Bible and the Spade. 
He concluded his talk by telling of a 
peculiar lamp that was found during the 


, excavation of an ancient city. This lamp 


had holes’ in it for straps that would 
fasten in securely to the foot. It. was 
an oil lamp that gave light enough for 
the traveler to take one step at a time. 
The light was just enough, but not more 
than was needed. Dr. Rimmer called 
attention to Psalm 119:105, stating that 
this lamp very likely gave rise to the 
Psalmist’s statement, “Thy word is ¢é 
lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my 
path.” The conclusion was that the 
Bible gives us all the light that we need 
but no more. 

After reading Psalm 119:105, and giv- 
ing this illustration, the teacher can 
easily direct the attention of the chil- 
dren to the object lesson to be taught. 
Tell them that the lamp was used hun- 
dreds of years ago, but that we have 
lights that serve exactly the same pur- 
pose today, only we carry them in our 
hands and not on our feet. Then take 
the candle, and light it. If this object 
lesson is given before a whole Sunday 
schocl, walk across the front of the room 
carrying the lighted candle. Repeat, as 
you walk, something like this, “God’s 
Word is just as valuable to us today as 
it was to David. ‘Thy word is a lamp 
unto my feet, and a light unto my path,’ 
is just as true today as it was in David’s 
time.” The room in which you are 
teaching the lesson may be light, but 
try to walk so that the candle will cast 
a shadow. Tell the children to notice 
how the light goes before you as you 
walk. Tien put the candle down while 
it is stil! lighted, and pick up the flash- 
light. 

As you hold the unlighted flashlight 
in your hand, ask the question, “Is our 
time like the time of David?” Naturally 
the answer will be, “No!” Then ask 
how our time differs from that of David. 


* Many ways in which the times differ 


may be given, but be sure to draw the 
final conclusion that our times move 
faster, and we have different things to 
use that meet our needs, but we our- 
selves are pretty much the same as the 
people of David’s time. Now light the 
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’ four,” he said. 


Lesson for April 27 


flashlight, and shine it on the wall. Walk 
back and forth’ across the room with 
the light kept shining on the wall ahead 
of you. Ask the children to watch for 
the difference between the light given 
by the candle and that given by the 
flashlight. The flashlight shines farther 
than the candle. The children will 
notice this and remark about it. 

When this comparison is made say 
something like this, “That’s just it! But 
we often fail to notice that we have 
more light today than David had. We 
have a New Testament. David had only 
a part of the Old Testament. We have 
the history of Christ. David had only 
part of the prophecy about him. We 
know that Christ lived, died, and rose 
again. David only knew that he was 
coming. We know that Christ bore our 
sins on the cross. David could look only 
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ahead through God's revelation that 
Christ was coming, just as we today 
look forward to the time when Christ 
will come to earth once more and be- 
come our King. Shouldn’t we be glad 
that God has told us so much more, 
that he has given us such a clear light 
about our Saviour?” 

After naming all these things about 
Christ that we ‘know, that the people 
of David’s time did not know, ask the 
children to tell how we know them. 
Their answers should be to the effect 
that the Bible tells us so. It then fol- 
lows that the logical conclusion is, “If 
the Bible tells us so much about Christ 
and about God, and gives us light for 
our Christian living, shouldn’t we read 
it and make its teachings a part of our 
everyday life?” 

MINNEAPOLIs. 








Making Missions Interesting to the Children 


Foreign scenes in miniature on the sand table 


By Mary Ellen McKee 
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ICHAEL counted the pennies Aunt 
Janet gave him. “One-two-three- 
“Four pennies for me.” 
He laid them on the chair with his 
coat and hat. Then he held the fifth 
penny up to show his mother, “And one 
for Orak. I'll put it in his box right 
now before I go to the store for my 
candy.” 

Aunt Janet looked at Michael quizzi- 
cally. “Is Orak a new friend?” she 
asked. “I don’t remember hearing you 
mention him before.” 

“Orak .is a new friend,” Michael an- 
swered promptly. “And he lives in an 
igloo in /Alaska.” 

When Michael had gone to the store, 
his aunt again brought up the subject 
of the new friend. She congratulated 
her sister on reading stories about 
Alaska to him. It was unusual for five- 
year-old boys to know about igloos, she 
thought, but very nice, indeed. 

“That’s a compliment I don’t deserve,” 
Michael’s mother smiled. “He’s learning 
about Orak at Sunday school.” 

Being a Sunday school teacher her- 
self, the aunt saw at a glance that Orak 
must be a part of the missionary pro- 
gram of Michael’s class, And after get- 
ting a substitute teacher for her own 
class a, few Sundays later, she visited 
the Primary room attended by Michael. 

She found Orak a friend of all the 
children in the Primary room. ‘The sand 
table was covered with white cotton to 
make it appear a land of snow: igloos 
dotted the scene. A few tiny dolls 
dressed as Eskimos were placed in the 
snow. One of them, she learned, was 
Orak; the others were his relatives and 
friends. 


Many of the children stopped to look 
at the sand table on their way to their 
classes. One little chap brought a funny 
looking little sled he and his father 
had made for the little Eskimo boy. 
Two or three stopped to rearrange care- 
fully articles that were out of place in 
the scene. 

Michael’s teacher told his aunt about 
their missionary program carefully plan- 
ned for the whole year. The winter 
would be given-over to study of the 
Eskimos; the collection taken on the 
last Sunday in February would be sent 
to the missionary who served Orak and 
other little Eskimo children. 

“We know it will be a good collec- 
tion,” she added. “Many little boys 
and girls like Michael divide their lux- 
ury money faithfully with Orak. They 
know he and his friends need a church. 
They want to have a share in building 
7 

When spring came, a Chinese scene 
with a winding river and a junk would 
replace the Eskimo scene of the sand 
table. They were really going to have 
a tiny concrete river basin made so it 
could be filled with water each Sunday. 
And the Chinese boats would be moved 
along the stream. The teacher had a 
friend who wanted to help the Sunday 
school by making the concrete basin 
and filling in the rest of the scene. 

A sewing teacher at a high school 
would have her advanced pupils dress 
a few tiny Chinese dolls for the occa- 
sion. During this period a little girl 
would be studied» This would hold the 
interest of the little girls as well as the 
boys who had loved Orak so well. 

When midsummer came the scene 
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would be changed to one of Mexico, an 


adobe holding the place of honor. 

The pert hts Melpadg imakeep- 
ing the ciis#in toweh.with missionaries 
in these three countries. They corre- 
sponded with them, and their letters 
were read aloud to the children in the 
Primary room. The older classes built 
out the scenes according to events de- 
scribed in the letters.- A little church 
of Mexico constructed by two older boys 
would be placed in the Mexican scene 
when midsummer prompted a change. 

Michael’s aunt didn’t need to be told 
that the best way to interest children in 
missionary work is to give them con- 
crete examples. The idea of making it 
seasonal was new to her, but from 
watching Michael through the next few 
months she saw the great value of it. 

Every time it snowed he talked about 
Orak. He and his chum built a snow 
igloo. They did things to their sled to 
make it more nearly resemble an Eskimo 
one. They wondered if the frost nipped 
his ears and nose as it did their own. 
And joyously they dropped pennies into 
the Orak box, 

A little later when their pennies were 
being saved for the family living in the 
junk in China they compared the flood 
that spring rains brought to their river 
with that of the Yellow River as de- 
scribed in the missionary’s letter. 

Never once did Michael give grudg- 
ingly to his friends in foreign lands. 

The best way to teach missions to 
Primary ‘children is to make the children 
of these strange lands real. Children 
all like to help people in need if they 
know them. Abstract missionary needs 
mean little to them. Giving pennies 
grudgingly to these abstract needs is 
harmful. 

While in turn it really is inspiring to 
the teacher as well as pupils to have a 
seasonal missionary program, well plan- 
ned and well carried out. Just a few 
minutes each Sunday are required to 
keep this program alive. 

The result is soon seen in bigger mis- 
sionary collections given proudly and 
happily instead of grudgingly; and, what 
is still more essential, in the beginning 
of an unselfish missionary spirit in the 
Primary pupils. 

TERRE HAuvteE, IND. 


Me 


: A CORRECTION 


It was rumored that Franz Werfel, a 
writer whose works have been trans- 
lated into several languages, was dead, 
having fallen victim to Nazi fury. The 
rumor appeared first in The Jewish 
Chronicle, then in The Hebrew Christian 
of London, and was reported in Ernest 
Gordon’s “Survey of Religious Life and 
Thought” in the Times, March 8. Mr. 
Gordon now writes the editors that he 
has received more recent information 
which shows that the report was incor- 
rect and that Mr. Werfel is still living. 
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HE theme, “America Must Get Right 

with God,” chosen for the 22nd An- 
nual Convention of the World’s Chris- 
tian Fundamentals Association which 
will be held in the Civic Auditorium of 
Chattanooga, Tenn., May 18 to 25, ex- 
presses the conviction of the sponsors 
of the conference, and presents a chal- 
lenging appeal. 

One specific phase of the theme will 
dominate the thinking of speakers and 
listeners each day. It is hoped that the 
cumulative effect of the messages and 
sessions will be the kindling of revival 
fires in the hearts, homes, and churches 
throughout the nation. The dominant 
subject of each day will be as follows: 


Sunday, May 18 
“The Church Must Get Right with God” 
Monday, May 19 
“Men Must Get Right with God” 
Tuesday, May 20 
“Women Must Get Right with God” 
Wednesday, May 21 
“Rural Areas and Communities Must Get 
Right with God’”’ 
Thursday, May 22 
“Young People Must Get Right with God” 
Friday, May 23 
“Schools Must Get Right with God” 
Saturday, May 24 
“Jews and Gentiles Must Get Right with 
God” 
Sunday, May 25 
“Cities Must Get Right with God” 


The Lord has provided a group of speak- 
ers who represent many different de- 
nominations and sections of the country.! 
Every speaker has been chosen because of 
the vitality of his message and because of 
his representative position in Christian 
work. It will be noticed that some of 
the “speakers are college presidents, 
others are lawyers and businessmen, 
some are pastors of large churches, and 
others are well-known’ evangelists. 
Every phase of Christian life and serv- 
ice will be represented. Every attend- 
ant will receive information and stimu- 
lus that should make him a more 
effective Christian in life and service. 


1 The list of speakers is as follows: 


John Brown, President John Brown Univer- 
sity, Siloam Springs, Ark. 

Ralph T. Davis, Associate General Secretary 
of Africa Inland Mission, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
Peter Deyneka, General Director Russian Gos- 

pel Association, Chicago, Ill. 

George L. Edstrom, Conference Song Leader, 
Pastor First Baptist Church, Rochester, 
Minn. 

Allan C. Emery, Businessman, Boston, Mass. 

Dan Gilbert, General Secretary World’s Chris- 
tian Fundamentals Association, San Diego, 
Calif. 

Harris H. Gregg, Bible Teacher, Lookout 
Mountain, Tenn. 

Charles E. Gremmels, President Providential 
Realty and Investing Company, New York. 

Boyd W. Hargraves, Attorney, Chattanooga, 
Tenn. 








Bob Jones, President Bob Jones College, 
Cleveland, Tenn. 

Robert G. Lee, Pastor Bellevue 
Church, Memphis, Tenn. 

R. G. LeTourneau, President LeTourneau Co., 
Toccoa, Ga. 

Robert C. McQuilkin, President Columbia Bible 
College, Columbia, S. C. 

W. H. Meredith, Attorney, Chattanooga, Tenn. 

H. C. Morrison, Former President Asbury Col- 
lege, Louisville, Ky. 

Kenneth G. Olsen, Director Practical Chris- 
tianity, Roselle, N. J. 

Blair A. Quick, Businessman, Cleveland, Ohio. 

Paul S. Rees, Pastor Covenant Tabernacle 
Church, Minneapolis, Minn. 

W. B. Riley, Pastor First Baptist Church, 
Minneapolis, Minn. 

Harry Rimmer, Presicent Research Science 
Bureau, New York. 

Paul W. Rood, President World’s Christian 
Fundamentals Association, Glendale, Calif. 

A. A. Smith, President Florida Christian Fun- 
damentals Association. 

J. Harold Smith, Evangelist, Greenville, S. C. 

George Stephens, Evangelist, Wheaton, III. 

James A. Stewart, Field Director European 
Evangelist Fellowship, Seaftle, Wash. 

Mrs. B. H. Stokely, Director Navajo Indian 
Evangelization Movement 

Mrs. Tom Tarwater, Bible Teacher, Cleveland, 
Tenn. 

Claude A. Watson, Attorney, Los Angeles, 
Calif. 


The program has been prayerfully 
prepared, and is as follows: 


SUNDAY, MAY 18 
The Church Must Get Right with God 
3 P. M. Opening Rally — Convention Key- 
note 
Why and How Must America Get 
Right with God?..Paul W. Rood 
The Conflict of the Ages. 
Claude A. Watson 
Why and How Must the Church 
Get Right with God? 
John E. Brown 
7 P.M. The Place of Revivals in the His- 
tory of America. John E. Brown 
The Revival America Must Have 
Now ‘ : Bob Jones 


MONDAY, MAY 19 
Men Must Get Right with God 


Prayer Meeting 

A Program to Challenge the Man- 
hood of America. John E. Brown 
A Lawyer’s View of the Doctrine 
of Hell, Not the What but the 
Why .. ..Claude A. Watson 
The Christian Manhood of Amer- 
ica Meeting Christ in Experi- 
GE: zi sseuavesd Blair A. Quick 
3 P.M. The Christian Manhood of Amer- 

ica Functioning for Christ. 
Charles E. Gremmels 
4 P.M. What God Hath Wrought in New 
England i Allan C. Emery 
7 P.M. South Americf# in Word and Pic- 


Baptist 


Se 
> PP 
& EE 


2 


A 
a 


ture ..........Peter Deyneka 
7.30 P. Mx The Crises in Home, School, and 
ME s:cx¢ecunns John E. Brown 


The Place of the Bible in Amer- 
ican History or the Lawsuit 
against the Bible. Harry Rimmer 

TUESDAY, MAY 20 

Women Must Get Right with God 
9 A.M. Prayer Meeting 


April 12, 1941 


10 A. M. The Testimony of Archeology in 
a Day of Skepticism. 
Harry Rimmer 
11 A. M. What Is the Difference bctween 
Modernism and Fundamental- 
ism? W. B. Riley 
How Darwinism Affects the Home. 
Harry Rimmer 
3 P.M. The Place of Women in the Pro- 
gram of God H. C. Morrison 
4 P.M. Surprise Hour 
7 P. M. Russia in Word and Picture. 
Peter Deyneka 
7.30 P. M. The Nation’s Greatest Danger and 
How to Meet It ..W. B. Riley 
How I Found Christ. 
Mrs. Tom Tarwater 
WEDNESDAY, MAY 21 
RuraJ Areas and Communities Must Get Right 
With God 
9 A.M. Prayer Meeting 
10 A. M. The Christian Home in a Day of 
Declension ... Paul S. Rees 
11 A. M. A Mountaintop Experience. 
H. C. Morrison 
2 P.M. How to Evangelize the Towns and 
Villages of America. 
J. Harold Smith 
3 P. M. How to Evangelize a State and a 
Nation George Stephens 
4 P.M. A Workable Program. 
Kenneth G. Olsen 
7 P.M. Africa in Word and Picture. 
Ralph T. Davis 
7.30 P. M. What is the Fundamental Need of 
America? Paul S. Rees 
Why I Have Kept the Faith. 
H. C. Morrison 


THURSDAY, MAY 22 
Young People Must Get Right with God 


9 A.M. Prayer Meeting 
10. A. M. The Real Fifth Column in Amer- 


2P. M. 


ica Dan Gilbert 

11 A. M. The Young People and the Pres- 
ent Crisis W. B. Riley 

2 P.M. Youth on the March for Christ. 
Paul S. Rees 


3 P.M. The Twenty-seven Million Chil- 
dren of America Must Be Evan- 


gelized A. A. Smith 
4 P.M. Surprise Hour 
7 P. M. Indians in Word and Picture. 
Mrs. B. H. Stokely 
7.30 P. M. How Young People Can Evange- 


lize America ...J. Harold Smith 
The Experience Everybody Must 
Have : Robert G. Lee 


FRIDAY, MAY 23 
Schools Must Get Right with God 


9A. M. Prayer Meeting 

10 A. M. The Book Everybody Must Know. 
Robert G. Lee 

11 A. ‘M. Revival, Missions, and Christ’s 


Coming Robert C. McQuilkin 
2P.M. The Person Everybody Must 
Know Robert G,. Lee 


3 P. M. Satan’s Blitzkrieg in Our Schools. 


Dan Gilbert 
4 P.M. Surprise Hour 
7 P.M. Palestine in Word and Picture. 
Mrs. Tom Tarwater 
7.30 P. M. Twenty Minute Talks 


Professors, Taxpayers, and Stu- 
dents ..... ...Dan Gilbert 
The Seventh Column. 
Robert C. McQuilkin 
What Can We Do about It? 
George Stephens 
SATURDAY, MAY 24 
Jews and Gentiles Must Get Right with God 
9 A. M. Prayer Meeting 
10°'A. M. The Jew in the Program of God. 
Harris H. Gregg 
11 A. M. The Fundamentals of Victorious 
Christian Living. 
Robert C. McQuilkin 
2 P.M. Is the Return of the Lord Immi- 
nent? : Mrs. Tom Tarwater 
3 P. M. Why Soul Winning Must Be Para- 
mount W. H. Meredith 
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Lesson: for April 27 


4 P.M. Surprise Hour 
7 P.M. The World in Word and Picture. 
James A. Stewart 
7.30 P. M. How Can We Best Combat Anti- 


Semitism? Carl C. Harwood 
How Can a Man Contact God? 
R. G. LeTourneau 
SUNDAY, MAY 25 
Cities Must Get Right with God 
3 P.M. Mass Meeting 
Inside Washington, D. C.— The 
Adventure of a Christian News- 
paper Man Dan Gilbert 
How Can a Great City Be 
Reached for God? 
Boyd W. Hargraves 
7 P.M. European Cities in Word and Pic- 
ture ... James A. Stewart 
7.30 P. M. Is an American City a Modern 
Sodom? Paul W. Rood 


“Righteousness exalteth a nation: but 
sin is a reproach to any people” (Prov. 
14:34). We might as well try to refute 
the multiplication table as to refute this 
statement. It is true because God said it, 
and_ history .illustrates over and over 
again the outworking of this principle. 
God has also said, “The wicked shall 
be turned into hell, and all the nations 
that forget God” (Psa, 9:17). Certainly 
it is true that speaking by and large 
America has forgotten God. There was 
a time when our nation was God-con- 
scious, but this is no longer true. We 
have suffered, are suffering, and will 
suffer more in the future because of 
our sins. Our nation was founded on the 
Bible. Today the Bible is neglected and 
rejected. God is not indifferent as to 
how we treat his Word. America is 
being led down the pathway of ruin. 
She is being diverted from her God- 
given destiny. God’s plan for America 
is to use her for the evangelization of 
the world and the blessing of mankind. 
Satan and his human dupes, even though 
they may be unaware of how they are 
controlled, have other plans. There are 
enough Christians in this country to 
frustrate the plans of Satan if they 
would only give themselves to prayer, 
and then meet the conditions of a genu- 
ine revival. Without a question the only 
hope of America, apart from the return 
of our Lord, is a nation-wide revival. 
A revival in the body of Christ will 
enable the true Church to evangelize 
the world and thereby hasten the return 
of the Lord. The Church needs to be 
revived in order to be prepared for the 
test of fire at the judgment seat of 
Christ. 

In this dark and critical hour of na- 
tional history the World’s Christian Fun- 
damentals Association calls on Christians 
everywhere to consider prayerfully their 
responsibility to God, the Church, and 
the nation. The call of God is a call to 
prayer. Should not Fundamentalists 
from the Atlantic to the Pacific, from 
the Gulf of Mexico to the Canadian 
border lay aside the ordinary pursuits 
of life for the period from May 18th to 
May 25th, and plan to spend that week 
in the Convention in ‘Chattanooga, if it 
is humanly possible to do so? We might 


THE SUNDAY: SCHOOL TIMES 


speak of the beauties of Lookout Moun- — 


tain and of the places of historical in- 
terest in the Chattanooga area, but our 
hearts are too burdened to magnify any- 
thing _but the dire, desperate, spiritual 
need of the country we love whole- 
heartedly and for whose future we are 


so concerned. We ask God’s-people -to. 


make any needed sacrifice to help by 
prayer, attendance, and support -to make 
this Convention a means in God’s hand 
to bring the revival that America must 
have or perish ! 

Write to Mr. Don Rood, care of Chat- 
tanooga Bible Institute, 221 E. Sixth St., 
Chattanooga, Tenn., for information re- 
garding entertainment. Arrangements 
are being made to entertain ConvVention 
visitors in private homes at minimum 
rates. Hotel accommodations will of 
course be available for those who desire 
them. ; : 

Shall we all unite in praying the 
prayer found in Isaiah 64:1, 2? “Oh that 
thou wouldest rend the heavens, that 
thou wouldest come down, that the 
mountains might flow down at-thy pres- 
ence, as when the melting fire burneth, 
the fire causeth the waters to boil, to 
make thy name known to thine adver- 
saries, that the nations may tremble at 
thy presence !” 

GLENDALE, CALIF. 

we 


A Christian Leader Called Home 


NE of the well-known leaders of 

The Moody Bible Institute, Aymer 
F. Gaylord, was suddenly taken Home 
to be with the Lord on Saturday morn- 
ing, March 8 He had been ill with a 
cold only a few days, and his passing 
was a great shock to Mrs. Gaylord and 
a multitude of friends. He was 76 years 
old. 

Mr. Gaylord came to The Moody Bible 
Institute on a call from D. L. Moody in 
1891, and was made Business Manager 
by Mr. Moody the following year. He 
acted in that capacity about 46 years. 
He was retired from active duty as 
Busines Manager of the Institute in 
1935, and was then elected a Trustee. 
During 1936 and 1937 he was in charge 
of the D. L. Moody Centenary. While 
he was Business Manager of the Insti- 
tute, he was also a member of the Board 
of Directors and Treasurer of the Bible 
Institute Colportage Association, founded 
by Mr. Moody in 1894. As a member of 
the Moody Church, he was Sunday 
school superintendent from 1892 to 1904, 
and held the position of Chairman of 
the Board of Trustees at the Moody 
Church for a long time. He was Chair- 
man of the Chicago District Committee 
of the Africa Inland Mission for about 
thirty years, and a member of the Exec- 
utive Committee of the Home Council 
of Brooklyn, N. Y. For fourteen years 
he was a member of the Great Commis- 
sion Prayer League, and recently acted 
in the capacity of Chairman. 
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The- funeral services were conducted 
by Dr. Hepburn, Pastor of the Buena 
Memorial Presbyterian Church, on 
March 10; who was assisted by Dr. H. 
A. Ironside. At Rochester, N. Y., where 
the burial took place, Dr. Perry B. Fitz- 
water and President Will H. Houghton 


-conducted the services. 


In a letter to the Truss staff, telling 
of Mr: Gaylord’s Home-going, Ernest’ M. 
Wadsworth, the: Director of The Great 
Commission Prayer League, told of an 
interesting circumstance which _illus- 
trates the. way in which the Lord some- 
times comforts his people. Tres reader's 
are familiar with Mr. Wadsworth’s Fam- 
ily Worship ‘Department, with its Scrip- 
ture readings, comments, and prayer 
suggestions for each.day. On March 11, 
the day after the funeral, Mrs. Wads- 
worth read to him the Family Worship 
article for the day, which he had writ- 
ten twelve weeks before. In it was this 
sentence: - “Here.we meet to part again; 
but in the land that is fairer than day 
we shall sit down with Jesus at his table 
in his Kingdom, if we have received him 
as .Saviour.” Referring to this, Mr. 
Wadsworth said in his letter, “It reads 
like what Dr. Trumbull used to call, 
‘God-edited copy.’ Its comfort was most 
timely.” 

The following beautiful poem was 
read by Dr. Hepburn at the close of his 
message at the funeral of Mr. Gaylord: 


SaFeLy Home 


I am Home in Heaven, dear ones; 
All’s so happy, all so bright ! 

There's perfect joy and beauty 
In this everlasting light. 


All the pain and grief are over, 
Every restless tossing passed; 

I am. now at peace forever, 
Safely Home in Heaven at last. 


Did you wonder I so calmly 
Trod the Valley of the Shade? 

Oh! but Jesus’ love illumined 
Every dark and fearful glade. 


And He came Himself to meet me 
In that way so hard to tread; 

And with Jesus’ arm to lean on, 
Could I have one doubt or dread? 


Then you must not grieve so sorely, 
For I love you dearly still; 

Try to look beyond earth’s shadows, 
Pray to trust: our Father’s will. 


There is work still waiting for you 
So you must not idle stand; 

Do your work while life remaineth — 
You shall rest in Jesus’ land. 


When that work is all completed, 
He will gently call you Home; 

Oh, the rapture of the meeting! 
Oh, the joy to see you come! 


Ww 


CHRISTIAN YOUTH is THE SUNDAY 
ScHoo. Times paper for young people, 
published every week. If the teen age 
pupils in your Sunday school do not take 
it, they may try it for eight weeks for ten 
cents a pupil. Subscriptions should be 
sent to The Sunday School Times Com- 
pany, 325 N. Thirteenth Street, Philadel- 
phia. 





298 THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 








April 12, 1941 


























—-—-—--~ 


LESSON 4. APRIL 27. THE EARLY CHURCH MEETING HUMAN NEEDS 


International Uniform Lesson.—Acts 4: 32 to 7:60; printed text, Acts 4: 32-35; 6:1-7 
Golden Text.—And the multitude of them that believed were of one heart and of one soul.—Acts 4: 32 
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The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson 
Committee for printing in the lesson helps is Acts 4:32-35; 6:1-7 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 


Acts 4:32 And the multitude of them that believed were of one 
heart and of one soul: neither said any of them that ought of 
the things which he possessed was his own; but they had all 
things common. 

33 And with great power gave the apostles witness of the 
resurrection of the Lord Jesus: anc’ great grace was upon them all. 

34 Neither was there any among them that lacked: for as 
many aS were possessors ot lands or houses sold them, and 
brought the prices of the things that were sold, 

35 And laid them down at the apostles’ feet; and distribution 
was made unto every man according as he had need. 


6:1 And in those days, when the number of the disciples was 
multiplied, there arose a murmuring of the Grecians against 
the Hebrews, because their widows were neglected in the daily 
ministration. 

2 Then the twelve called the multitude of the disciples unto 
them, and said, It is not reason that we should leave the word 
of God, and serve tables. 

3 Wherefore, brethren, look ye out among you seven men 
of honest report, full of the Holy Ghost and wisdom, whom we 
may appoint over this business. 
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Acts 4:32 And the multitude of them that believed were of 
one heart and soul: and not one of them said that aught of the 
things which he possessed was his own; but they had all things 
common. 33 And with great power gave the apostles their 
witness of the resurrection of the Lord Jesus': and great grace 
was upon them all. 34 For neither was there among them any 
that lacked: for as many as were possessors of lands or houses 
sold them, and brought the prices of the things that were sold, 
35 and laid them at the apostles’ feet: and distribution was made 
unto each, according as any one had need. 


6:1 Now in these days, when the number of the disciples was 


‘multiplying, there arose a murmuring of the *Grecian Jews 


against the Hebrews, because their widows were neglected in 
the daily ministration. 2 And the twelve called the multitude 
of the disciples unto them, and said, It is not * fit that we should 
forsake the word of God, and ‘serve tables. 3 5Look ye out 
therefore, brethren, from among you seven men of good report, 
full of the Spirit and of wisdom, whom we may appoint over 
this business. 4 But we will continue stedfastly in prayer, and 
in the ministry of the word. 5 And the saying pleased the 
whole multitude: and they chose Stephen, a man full of faith 
and of the Holy Spirit, and Philip, and Prochorus, and Nicanor, 
and Timon, and Parmenas, and Nicolaiis a proselyte of Antioch; 


4 But we will give ourselves continually to prayer, and to 


the ministry of the word. 


5 And the saying pleased the whole multitude: and they chose 
Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Ghost, and Philip, 
and Prochorus, and Nicanor, and Timon, 


Nicolas a proselyte of Antioch: 
6 Whom they set before the aposties: 
prayed, they laid their hands on them. 


7 And the word of God increased; and the number of the 
disciples multiplied in Jerusalem greatly; and a great company 


of the priests were obedient to the faith. 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
©nstor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 


Approach to the Lesson 


HAT which led these early Chris- 
tians to share temporal things with 
one another was their sense of a 
divinely established unity, so that they 
recognized the precious truth that those 
who were added to the Lord (Acts 5:14) 
were necessarily members one of an- 
other (Eph. 4:25). The revelation of 
the Church as the body of Christ had 
not yet been made known. That awaited 
the conversion and illumination of Paul, 
the apostle to the Gentiles (Col. 1:24, 
25). But the fact existed before the 
truth of it was proclaimed. Because of 
this spiritual unity, the believers were 
of one heart and one mind, and none 
said that the things he possessed were 
his own. Holding all as subject to 
Christ, they found real joy in minister- 
ing to the needs of those in less com- 
fortable circumstances than themselves. 
Love was fervent in those early days, 
so selfishness found little place among 
those who had been linked up through 
grace with the risen and glorified Lord. 
Another thing needs to be borne in 


and Parmenas, and 


6 whom they set before the apostles: and when they had prayed, 
they laid their hands upon them. 

7 And the word of God increased; and the number of the 
disciples multiplied in Jerusalem exceedingly; and a great com- 
pany of the priests were obedient to the faith. 


1Some ancient authorities add, Christ. °*Gr., Hellenists. 


and when they had , ®Gr., pleasing. 


*Or, minister to tables. ‘Some cncient 


authorities read, But, brethren, look ye out from among you. 


The American Standard Version, and the International Uniform 
Sunday School Lesson Outlines, are copyrighted by the Inter- 


national Council of Religious Education and used by permission. 
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mind. These believers knew, through 
the instruction given by Christ himself, 
that Jerusalem was soon to be destroyed 
(Luke 21:20), and many of the Jews 
were to be slain and the rest scattered 
through the world. They could not, 
therefore, in consistency with this 
knowledge, cling to property in a scene 
over which they knew the dark clouds 
of judgment were lowering. It was the 
part of wisdom to dispose of their hold- 
ings and use the income derived thereby 
in the service of their Master and in 
relieving the distress of those who were 
in needier circumstances than them- 
selves. It was not a world-wide Chris- 
tian communistic program that was be- 
ing initiated, but rathen a wise use of 
what God had entrusted to them, in 
view of the times then present. 


The Historical Setting 


The events recorded in chapters 4 to 
7 follewed very closely upon the Pente- 
costal enduement. Following the many 
conversions of that day, the church of 
God in Jerusalem grew rapidly as many 
more became obedient to the faith. 
Others besides the apostles began to 
preach the Gospel. Persecution became 
more and more severe until at. last 
Stephen, the first martyr for Christ’s 


sake, was stoned to death by order of 
the Sanhedrin. 


Verse by Verse 


Acts 4:32.—‘They had all things com- 
mon.” This was the outward evidence 
of the Spirit’s unity. There does not 
seem to have been any prearrangement 
about it—no propaganda of any kind. 
But because the love of Christ filled 
their hearts, these devoted followers of 
his found joy in sharing what they 
possessed with others. 

Verse 33.—“Great power ... and great 
grace.” These were the two things 
which, above all others, were charac- 
teristic in those days. The ministry of 
the Word was in great power as the 
Holy Spirit delighted to honor Christ, 
and wher that Word was received into 
honest hearts, it produced great grace 
in the lives of the believers. These two 
things should always go together, and 
will, when there is true subjection to 
the Lord. 


Verse 34.—“Neither was there any 
among them that lacked.” Those who 
possessed real property sold it of their 
own volition and brought the proceeds 
to the common treasury, evidently ad- 
ministered by the apostles, though these 
never sought such responsibility (Acts 
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6:2). It was love in action, seeking not 
its own, but delighting to serve and bless 
others. They had seen by faith a 
brighter world above, so they held the 
things of this lower scene as of little 
worth. 


Verse 35.—“Distribution was made 
unto every man according as he had 
need.” There was nothing forced or 
artificial about this. It was one of the 
evidences of grace working in the lives 
of those who believed. Carnality soon 
brought such blissful conditions to an 
end. 


Chap. 6:1.—“There arose a murmuring 
of ‘the Grecians against the Hebrews.” 
By Grecians is meant, not Greeks (Gen- 
tiles) but Hellenistic Jews; that is, Jews 
born outside the land of Palestine and 
who had lived to a large extent among 
the nations. These were more liberal 
in many things than their zealous Jew- 
ish brethren who were natives of and 
lived in Palestine. Even after some 
from both groups were saved, their 
natural characteristics were soon mani- 
fested and jealousies and envyings were 
generated when love no longer had full 
sway. The Hellenists complained that 
the Palestinians were more careful of 
their own, and neglected the others. 


Verse 2.—‘The twelve called the mul- 


 titude of the disciples.” Note that Mat- 


thias is definitely recognized as one of 
the twelve, for the number was complete 
and Paul was not yet converted. The 
apostles called the disciples together 
in order to suggest a plan which would 
silence all opposition and avoid further 
misunderstandings. 


Verse 3.—‘Look ye -out among you 
seven men... full of the Holy Ghost.” 
A committee of seven were to be ap- 
pointed to have charge of the distribu- 
tion. These were to be selected by the 
disciples themselves, so as to leave no 
ground for complaint. 


Verse 4.—“‘We will give ourselves con- 
tinually to prayer, and to the ministry 
of the word.” It was for this purpose 
they had been chosen and set apart by 
the Lord. They had neither inclination 
nor responsibility to administer in tem- 
poral matters. Theirs was too high a 
calling. They could not turn aside from 
ministry in spiritual things to take 
charge of what might be called relief 
work, good and right as it was in its 
place. 


Verse 5—‘“The saying pleased the 
whole multitude.” Acting upon the apos- 
tles’ advice, the church chose seven. men, 
all of whose names seem to indicate 
Hellenistic birth. Not one bore a true 
Hebrew name. It seems as though grace 
triumphed here in a marvelous way. 


Verse 6—“When they had prayed, 
they laid their hands on them.” In this 
way the apostles ratified the people’s 
choice and commended the seven to God 
for the service of tables. They were 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 

Lessons for the year may be had from The 

Sunday School Times Company, 325 North 

Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


4. April 27.—The Early Church Meeting 
Human Needs Acts 4:32 to 7:60 

5. May 4.—The Church Enlarging Its 
Fellowship ere re Acts 8 
6. May 11.—The Responsibility of the 

Home Regarding Beverage Alcohol. 
Deuteronomy 6:4-7; Jeremiah 35:5-10 

7. May 18.—Broadening Christian Hori- 
zons: Saul’s Conversion .....Acts 9:1-31 

8. May 25.—Broadening Christian Hori- 
zons: Peter’s Vision ...Acts 10:1 to 11:18 

9. June 1.—Broadening Christian Hori- 

zons: The Antioch Movement. 
Acts 11:19-30 

10. June 8.—Beginning of World Missions. 
Acts 12:25 to 13:12 

11. June 15.—Progress in World Missions. 
Acts 13:13 to 14:28; Galatians 3:23-29 

12. June 22.—First Jerusalem Conference 

on World Missions. 

Acts 15:1-35; Galatians 2 








really deacons, ministers in temporal 
things. ‘ 

Verse 7.—“The word of God in- 
creased.” Satan’s effort to produce dis- 
sension within the church had been 
defeated. Love still ruled. So we are 
not surprised to learn that the work 
went on with even greater blessing, 
many of the priests themselves becom- 
ing converted to recognize the claims 
of the Lord Jesus. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


It would be a great mistake to think 
of social service as the outstanding 
theme of this lesson. Rather is it de- 
votion to Christ to which our attention 
is directed. When the heart is loyal to 
him, when he has his rightful place in 
the life, selfishness will be rebuked, 
grace will reign, and love of the breth- 
ren will be manifested in gracious care 
one for another. The Christian brother- 
hood is made up of regenerated men and 
women who are taught of God to love 
one another (1 Thess. 4:9). It was no 
attempt to reform the world that these 
chapters present, but a separated, un- 
worldly people, walking in love as the 
result of the working of the Holy Spirit 
in their lives. 


A Lesson Outline 
UNSELFISH LIVING 
1. By love serve one another (Gal. 5:13) 
2. Consider one another (Heb. 10:24) 
3. Forbearing one another (Eph. 4:2) 
4. Forgiving one another (Col. 3:13) 
5. Giving to those in need (Jas. 2:16) 
6. Compassion for one another (1 John 
3:17) 
7. Ready to communicate (Heb. 13:16) 
See Rom. 12:13; Gal. 6:2. 
Special Lesson Topics and Truths 
The Spirit’s.unity is a very different 
thing to human attempts. to bring about 
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“a union of discordant elements and so 


produce an ideal state of society. So 
long as men are unsaved and unregen- 
erated, all efforts to weld them into one 
great loving family are doomed to fail- 
ure. It was Tolstoi, who, disillusioned 
after years of vain effort to do this very 


_ thing, exclaimed, “I have learned that 


you cannot have a brotherhood without 
brothers.” It is grace that makes men, 
once enemies to God and to each other, 
to be one great loving family in 
Christ. 

Do Good to All Men. While the in- 
structed Christian knows the troubles 
of the world will never be corrected 
until the Lord Jesus returns to reign 
in righteousness, he will, nevertheless, 
seek now to alleviate human misery 
wherever possible and to do ail he can 
to correct the evil conditions under 
which men have to labor and struggle. 
The Gospel is the greatest reforming 
influence the world has ever known. 
The apostles were said to have “turned 
the world upside down” (Acts 17:6). It 
is wrong side up as a result of centuries 
of rebellion against God, its lawful 
Ruler. Only by subjection to his Word 
does it become right side up. 


Applications and Summaries 


Next to the joy of knowing Christ 
and living in fellowship with him, is 
the gladness that is found in sharing 
with the needy that which we have re- 
ceived in trust from God to use for the 
blessing of others. Ananias and Sap- 
phira were judged by God for pretend- 
ing to a devotedness they did not 
possess. If all who make the same pre- 
tence today were dealt with as severely, 
what havoc would be wrought by death 
in our midst! 


By selecting deacons to handle the 
funds and minister to those in need, 
who were of the same grovp as those 
who complained, the objectors were put 
to silence and God’s work went on with- 
out hindrance. 

It is easy to have all things in com- 
mon when all are of one mind and no 
one says that ought that he possesses is 
his own. This is to walk in the steps of 
him who gave up all to redeem us to 
God. . 

It is noticeable that the first breach 
of fellowship, and the first evidence of 
hypocrisy in the early church, was be- 
cause of, occupation with temporal 
things. 

Christians need to be ever on their 
guard against covetousness, which is an 
evil root upon which every other form 
of iniquity may readily be grafted. 

CHICAGO. 

4 


The 1949 Index of The Sunday School 
Times is now ready. Copies may be had 
for 15 cents from The Sunday School 
Times Co., 325 N. Thirteenth St., Phila- 
delphia. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is 

an unusual one, and accounts for their vari- 

ety, stimulus, and searching character. They 
are written by three members of The Sun- 
day School Times staff, — Dr. Ironside, Mrs. 

Low, and Mrs. Borchardt. Have you tried 

assigning some of the questions to differ- 

ent members of your class, letting them 
see whether they can discover the answers 
as given on a later page of this issue? 
HAT made possible the communal 
life of the early Church? 
2. What effect did being filled with 
the Holy Ghost have upon the people? 

3. Give two reasons why the early dis- 
ciples sold their properties and divided the 
proceeds. 

4. Why did God judge Ananias and Sap- 
phira? 

5. Why did the twelve call the multitude 
together? 

6. How were the seven chosen, and why 
were they thus chosen? 

7. Why did the deacons, to serve tables, 
need to be filled with the Holy Ghost? 

8. How are several of the Epistles divided 
into lessons on Christian worship. and 
Christian work? 

. Is social service always Christian serv- 
ice? Discuss. 

10. Why did faith in the risen Messiah 
appeal to a great company of priests? 


Answers to the Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions are 
given on page 302 of this issue. 


ye 
The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 
for this department; one dollar is paid for 
each illustration accepted, and two dol- 

lars for the best one each week. But readers 
are urged not to send anything without first 
securing and reading carefully a leaflet ex- 
plaining the conditions of this department. The 
full list of lessons for the year, with this leaf- 
let, will be sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure 
to note the conditions means that good illus- 
trations are constantly having to be oy by 
p<) editors, which might otherwise be avail- 
able. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in 
the lesson list after the word “Print.” 


In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit to six the total for any one lesson. 

A Question of Ownership.—And the 
multitude of them that believed were 
of one heart and of one soul (Acts 
4:32). A Canadian Sunday school super- 
intendent felt that he was not re- 
ceiving sufficient co-operation from the 
parents, teachers, and officers of the 
school. In order to have the individual 
responsibility better realized, he assem- 
bled the entire school, and started his 
talk by asking, very emphatically, 
“Whose Sunday school is this?” For a 
moment there was silence, then a tiny 
blue mitten was raised. Leaning down 
to its wee owner in a front seat, the 
young superintendent said, smilingly, 
“All right, Penelope, you tell us.” The 
child raised her blue eyes and in so 
soft a tone that he had difficulty in hear- 
ing her, said, “It’s Jesus’ Sunday school.” 
The unexpected reply inspired the 
entire membership to a new spirit of con- 
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secration, as leader and classes alike rec- 
ognized that they were indeed co-work- 
ers with God for the building up of 
his Kingdom.—Adapted from The Sun- 
day School Times, Sept. 18, 1937. Sent 
by Mrs. Helen Warren, Phoenix, Ariz. 


If the Whole Nation Were Christ’s.— 
Neither said any of them that ought 
of the things which he possessed was his 
own (v. 32). We quote a letter received 
from an English friend who has lived 
through the weeks of the Nazi threat 
om England. In the letter he wrote: 
“As one man, the whole nation has 
handed over all its resources to the Gov- 
ernment. We have invested the Cabinet 
with the right to conscript any of us 
for. any task, to take our goods, aur 
money, our all. Never have rich men 
set such little store by their wealth; 
never have we been so ready to lay 
down. life itself, if only our cause may 
triumph.” We should like to substitute 
the word Christ for the three words 
Government, Cabinet, and Cause. This 
is the way it would read: “As one man, 
the whole nation has handed over all 
its resources to Christ. We have in- 
vested Christ with the right to conscript 
any of us for any task, to take our goods, 
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our-money, our all. Never have rich 
men set such little store by their wealth; 
never have we been so ready to lay 
down life itself, if only Christ may tri- 
umph.”—From Bulletin of the Moody 
Bible Institute. Sent by Albert Mygatt, 
Canby, Minn. Prize illustration. 


John Wesley’s Executors.—As many as 
were possessors of lands or houses sold 
them, and brought the prices of the 
things that were sold (v. 34b). Wes- 
ley’s benevolence was, perhaps, never 
surpassed. Beyond what was absolutely 
necessary to sustain and clothe him, he 
gave all he had to charity. There were 
no bounds to his generosity save his 
means. “Two silver spoons in London, 
and two silver spoons in Bristol,” thus 
he made his returns of plate to the as- 
tonished Commissioners of Excise, “and 
I shali not buy any more while so many 
around me want bread.” He was accus- 
tomed to declare that his own hands 
should be his executors, and said in 
print that if he died worth ten pounds, 
independent of his books, he would give 
the world leave to call him a thief and 
a robber. Although this was an incau- 
tious announcement made in the excess 
of his zeal, yet, as his friends expected, 
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“And the multitude 
of them that believed 
were of one heart and 
of one soul: neither 
said any of them that 
ought of the things 
which he possess- 
ed was his own; 
but they had all 
things common.” 

Acts 4:32 
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J a wth the Father and with his Sen Jesus Christ” I John 1:3, 

















Lesson for April 27 


he almost literally kept his: word, for 
when the silver cord of his great life 
was loosed, his chaise and horses and his 
clothes were about all that he left be- 
hind him, except, as has been quaintly 
said, “a good library of books, a well- 
worn clergyman’s gown, a much-abused 
reputation, and — the Methodist 
Church.”—From “Wesley and _ His 
Times,” by Dr. W. Morley Punshon. Sent 
by Mrs. S. J. Beeker, Newport, Ky. 


Ministering to the Wrong Group.—lIt 
is not reason that we should leave the 
word of God, and serve tables (Acts 6: 
2). Dean Inge is reported to have said: 
“What is wrong with the Church is that 
the clergy have turned their attention 
from the unconverted to the unem- 
ployed.”—Sent by B. M. Dobbin, Sum- 
merfield, Kans. 


Why Unbelievers Pick Poor Samples. 
—And they chose Stephen, a man full 
of faith and of the Holy Ghost (v. 5). 
It tickles me to see an old sinner come 
in and pull out an old lame and dwarfed 
member of the church, lay him down 
and measure him, and say, “Look, here, 
boys, I am as long and as broad and 
as good as this member of the church !” 
Why don’t you go and pick out one of 
those grand old Christians? Because 
you would look like a rat terrier lying 
by an elephant.—From Sam P. Jones. 
Sent by M. H. James, Toronto, Can. 


How the Bible Brings Growth.—The 
word of God increased; and the number 
of the disciples multiplied (v. 7). An 
Alabama woman wrote to the Scripture 
Gift Mission: “I was living in a god- 
less community, where there were no 
Bibles. I was given a Bible by Mrs. 
Donavan from the Scripture Gift Mis- 
sion. She told me it was Christ’s Bread 
and must be shared. So I took my Bible 
with me when I visited in the homes, 
and very soon these godless people were 
hungry for the Word, and asked if we 
could not have a prayer meeting. We 
began, and soon after they wanted a 
church. Now we have a church, a 
preacher, and a Sunday school.”—From 
The Sunday School Times. Sent by E. 
Edmunds, Hailsham, Sussex, Eng. 
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From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we do thank thee for the examples of gen- 
erosity and thoughtfulness for others given 
in thy Word. We thank thee that thy true 
children do not live selfishly. Help us to set 
aside selfish interest, and to share with others 
the advantages that thou hast given us. May 
we spend freely of thy gifts in thy service, 
knowing that thy resources are open to thy 
trusting children, and that thou art more 
interested than we could possibly be in ful- 
filling our every need. Wilt thou enable us 
to bring blessing into the lives of others 
day by day, and may we not neglect or 
selfishly put aside the opportunities that thou 
dost offer us for the kindly word, or the 
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gracious deed, or the sacrificial gift in thy 
name. We ask this in order that we may 
more truly serve thee, and in the name of 
the Lord Jesus. Amen. 

After the Lesson.—How hard and cold 
we get if our thinking, and our working 
are chiefly concerned with ourselves! 
It might startle some of us if we were 
to sit down quietly for a few moments, 
and ask just what we have been plan- 
ning and doing for other folks during 
the last twenty-four hours. It is so easy 
to become so occupied with what affects 
ourselves that we do not even see the 
need of others around us. How much 
better it would be if we did not count 
what we have for the time being as our 
own, but counted our possessions as be- 
longing to him who has allowed us to 
use them for a little while. Selfishness 
and the self-centered life are deadly in 
their effect on our usefulness. We can- 
not follow self and follow Christ at the 
same time. Perhaps you will have occa- 
sion this very day to decide which it 
shall be in something that you are called 
upon to do. May all of us decide at 
such times in favor of the generous way, 
the way the Lord would wish us to fol- 
low in following him. Let us pray. 
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The Busy Men's Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


The Real Communism.—The multitude 
. were of one heart and of one soul 
... they had all things common (Acts 
4:32). In this consideration of Com- 
munism it will be noted they were led to 
have all things in common because un- 
der the persecution they were all of 
one heart and soul. But this did not 
last, as was shown by Ananias and Sap- 
phira. 

Communism has long been the dream 
of impractical intellectuals. There was 
the Brook Farm in New England. None 
of the other Utopian enterprises blew 
up with such a bang. See your encyclo- 
pedia, or read Hawthorne’s “Blithedale 
Romance” which tells all about it. Haw- 
thorne lost all his money in it. John 
Ruskin had one in the South. Ole Bull, 
the famous violinist, had one in Penn- 
sylvania. At Ephrata, in Lancaster 
County, Pennsylvania, are “The Clois- 
ters,” the remains of a brother and sis- 
terhood. These and many more have all 
gone. 


Russia claims to have Communism, 
but there would seem to be a lack of 
oneness of heart and soul as terrible 
blood “purgers” are current events, even 
to the best of Russian generals. 

How many families do you know that 
are all of one heart and soul? How 
many church congregations? Ben Hur 
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could win the race, you will remember, 
when he had trained all four of the 
Arab Sheik’s horses to go with “heart” 
and “soul” as one horse. (John 17: 21-23; 
Eph. 4:4, 5.) 

I had an uncle who was one of a 
family of four brothers, with one to two 
years difference in their ages. In their 
late boyhood, since their father was a 
worker and could render no financial 
help, these four boys entered into a 
solemn bond they would all keep the 
same heart, mind, and soul, and “pull 
together.” They began their business 
life at “scratch,” or “on a shoestring,” 
as the saying is. The family all pros- 
pered. They manufactured railroad and 
steamboat machinery on the Delaware 
River. They were the “leading citizens” 
of their town. One of them married my 
mother’s sister and was the “Uncle Lew” 
I have often mentioned, and officer of 
his church. The sons of these working- 
together brothers became clergymen, 
architects, and successful men of stand- 
ing and affairs. 


The Christian church prospers and 
bears fruit on the same terms. 


Faith and Power. — They chose 
Stephen, a man full of faith (6:5). 
Stephen was a layman, even as most of 
those who read this note. He was made a 
deacon. And it was done with a care- 
ful ceremony as a most sacred office. It 
is said he “did great wonders” because 
he was full of “faith and power.” We 
could name many another layman of 
which the same can be said. Moody. 
Wanamaker. Converse. Jerry McAuley. 
Mrs. Whittemore. Billy Sunday. Mel 
Trotter. Etc., etc. (Became D.D.’s later.) 

When you get full of faith you will be 
full of power and will attract attention. 
But don’t waste your gifts in contro- 
versy. Life is too short. I heard a 
phonograph record some years ago ren- 
dering a song, the chorus of which was, 
“Never stop to argufy, just let trouble 
amble by.” “Let not your heart be 
troubled.” “Be careful [anxious] ‘for 
nothing” (John 14:1; Phil. 4:6). 

Someone has said, ‘““When church peo- 
ple argue about religion and tramps 
argue about food, it is a pretty good 
sign that both real religion and real 
grub are scarce articles.” Mere arguing 
about religion rarely does any good. The 
Bible advises against it most emphati- 
cally. (1 Tim. 6:3-5.) 

Argufying Bible classes eventually 
peter out because the sessions arrive 
nowhere. When I was a boy in Midway 
there was a store near by where a group 
of men gathered every night with the 
owner and “just talked.” “Cracker bar- 
rel philosophers,” Hen Wilson called 
them. _As they talked they almost al- 
ways would drift around to religion, and 
argue and argue, until Storekeeper Tag- 
gert would say, “Closing time, boys.” 
This was an old-time style of entertain- 
ment. We boys would stand around in 
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open-mouthed wonder at their wisdom 
and knowledge. 

Years rolled on as they talked and 
talked. I was sent away to college, 
and in later years became a Christian. 
I tried twice to lead the chief and 
ablest argufier into the Kingdom, but 
in vain. Not one of that little cor- 
ner store circle died a Christian. They 
all failed to get anywhere in this world 
or the next. It is the same in business, 
politics, and on the ball field. The dis- 
puter is a nuisance and rarely arrives. 

It is the quiet, silent man, full of faith, 
who has the power that does things. 
What he does talks for him. He is the 
man whose life convinces. Stephen’s 
faith and power doubtless helped to 
convince the greatest mind in the world. 
His name was Saul of Tarsus. 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “’ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 
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The Word of God in Flood !—And the 
word of God increased (v. 7). And the 
Word of God has continued to increase 
until at the present day it covers al- 
most the entire world. The American 
Bible Society has the Bible in 1,051 
languages and are adding new ones 
every year. 

I know a missionary who at the time 
I write is busy putting the Word of God 
into the language of the American In- 
dians among whom he has labored for 
many years. Many of us know George 
W. Rhoad of the Gospel Furthering 
Fellowship, who has put the Bible 
into the language of the native of Kenya 
and Ethiopia. 

Whitener among the Indians and 
Rhoad among the Africans are only two, 
I happen to know personally, among 
those who are giving their lives to in- 
crease the Word of God. 

As I write this note there lies before 
me on my desk the March, 1941, num- 
ber of The Gideon, the monthly maga- 
zine of that society of Christian traveling 
men to which I belong. The cover of 
the magazine shows a great stack of 
Bibles the Gideons are giving to the 
schools of Georgia. There are 20,000 
fine Bibles. The Gideons do not furnish 
a cheap edition. I was interested to 
see what an enormous stack 20,000 Gid- 
eon Bibles make. Inside the magazine 
are pictures of other stacks for hospitals 
and other places. The Gideons put a 
Bible in every hotel room. 

Sometime ago a wonder-causing pa- 
rade occurred on the famous Atlantic 
City Boardwalk. Over the same boards 
where awhile before had rolled small 
trucks carrying near-naked beauty con- 
testants these trucks now carried great 
piles of Gideon Bibles for the rooms of 
the great hotels. 

Then in addition to all these are the 
Scripture Gift Mission and Pocket Tes- 
tament League and other organizations 
giving out thousands of New Testaments. 

I have a friend in Philadelphia, the 
head of one of the country’s largest com- 
panies, whose hobby is distributing the 
Gospel of Jolin and the Book of 
Proverbs. 

“The word of God increased.” 
we should say! (2 Tim. 2:9.) 


COATESVILLE, Pa. 


Well, 


ye 
This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 300) 


1. “Great grace was upon them all” (vs. 
32, 33). 

2. The results were threefold: a greater 
mutual love and unity (v. 32); a greater 
power in testimony (v. 33); a greater grace 
in giving (vs. 33-37). 

3. They were moved by the love of the 
Spirit, and the realization that Jerusalem 
was soon to be destroyed, as Christ had 
foretold. 

4. Because they pretended to greater de- 
votedness than was actually true in -their 
lives. 


5. The apostles called the multitude to- 
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gether in order to suggest a plan which 
would silence all opposition and avoid 
further misunderstanding. 


6. They were to be selected by the peo- 
ple themselves, so as to leave no ground 
for complaint. 


7. All service for the Lord demands the 
power of the Spirit (Exod. 31:1-6). 

8. In some cf the small Epistles the first 
half is devoted to instruction in doctrine, 
while the segond half gives practical ad- 
vice regarding a Christian’s walk and work. 
(See Eph. 1, 2, 3; Col. 1, 2; Eph. 4, 5, 6; Col. 
3, 4.) 

9. No (Eph. 2:8-10). The plan for Chris- 
tian service must be received ‘on the 
mount,” and each workman must be “filled 

. with the spirit of God’ (Exod. 24:18; 
25:8; 31:3-6). 

10. The apostles inspired deeper loyalty 
to the God of Israel, and through their 
preaching added fresh meaning to Temple 
worship (Luke 24:44). 


we 


Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: Stranger than magic. 
Discussion: How can evil habits be- 
come prison houses which stifle the 
growth of the soul and paralyze the spir- 
itual life? 











Objective: Freed from _ prison — for 
service. 
AY, fellows, in today’s lesson text 


appears the statement: “With great 
power gave the apostles witness of the 
resurrection of the Lord Jesus: and 
great grace was upon them all” (Acts 
4:33). 

A fine example of this is shown in 
the fearlessness of Peter and John who, 
following the miraculous release from 
prison, continued to deliver the Gospel 
message boldly in the face of all the 
threats of the powerful Sanhedrin. 

If you ever saw the great magician, 
Houdini, do some of his mystifying 
tricks you were amazed at their clever- 
ness. Men were called to the platform, 
any one cor any number who desired 
to do so, and allowed to bind Houdini 
with a hemp rope, in any manner they 
liked, tying as many knots as they cared 
to; and in an incredibly short time the 
magician would, without aid, free him- 
self. It was ar astonishing act; and this 
and many other equally mystifying per- 
formances gave him the reputation in 
his lifetime of being the cleverest ma- 
gician in the world. His appearances 
drew great crowds wherever he went, 
for people of all ages and races have 
been stirred and fascinated by any act 
that seems to be beyond human power. 

You fellows like mystery stories. Who 
doesn’t? Well, let me tell you the Bible 
contains many mystery stories, relating 
incidents so wonderful that they are 
simply beyond human _ understanding, 
things that could only come to pass 
through divine power. And the best 
part about these statements is that they 
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are true. Your mystery books gre only 
fiction; but the Bible is true. It is God’s 
own Word. 


Here we have today in the Book of 
Acts the account of an incident that 
must have greatly astonished and mys- 
tified those wise old scribes and Phari- 
sees and Sadducees. The apostles had 
been locked up in the stone jail; and 
to make them doubly secure, armed 
guards had been placed at each door 
to watch every movement and hear 
every sound, to keep them safe until 
they should be tried by the council next 
morning. Council met at the appointed 
hour and sent officers to bring forth 
the prisoners. They found the guards 
at the door and the jail securely locked; 
but when they went in to get the pris- 
oners they had vanished. About the 
same time werd came that the “pris- 
oners” were standing in the Temple 
preaching the Gospel—that very thing 
for which they had been arrested the 
day before. 

What was the explanation? How had 
they been enabled to walk out of a 
closed and guarded prison? The record 
tells us that “the angel of the Lord by 
night opened the prison doors, and 
brought them forth,” saying, “Go, stand 
and speak in the temple to the people 

all the words of this life.” 

' Does the angel of the Lord-carry keys 
to prison doors? Well, that does not 
matter; the fact that counts is that the 
Holy Spirit opens prison doors, no mat- 
ter how strongly they are bolted and 
barred. 

If you fellows will let this blessed 
truth sink into your consciousness, it 
will make better servants of the Lord 
Jesus Christ out of you, for we all get 
into prisons that are far worse than 
those made of steel and concrete. There 
is the “prison house of sin” whose walls 
are very strong and whose binding 
chains are forged by Satan pimself. Da- 
vid prayed: “Bring my soul out of 
prison, that I may praise thy name” 
(Psa. 142:7). Jesus said, “Ye shall know 
the truth, and the truth shall make you 
free” (John 8:32). There is the prison 
of unbelief; it is a very desperate and 
often fatal imprisonment. “Lord, I be- 
lieve; help thou mine unbelief” (Mark 
9:24). There is the prison house of fear; 
but the Holy Spirit liberated the apos- 
tles from that prison, so that they were 
able to stand fearlessly before the coun- 
cil who had temporal power even to 
cause their death, and defy them, saying, 
“We ought to obey God rather than 
man”! 

Avon Park, FLA. 
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In ordering goods; or in making in- 
quiry concerning anything advertised in 
this paper, you will oblige the pub- 
lishers, as well as the advertiser, by stat- 
ing that you saw the advertisement in 
The Sunday School Times. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Beatrice E. Borchardt 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Goal.—Power to witness to suffering 
ones. 


Activity.—-Follow this lesson by a prac- 
tical demonstration of helpfulness. ‘‘More 
Power to the Church,” by David M. Daw- 
son !, is highly recommended for teachers 
and church leaders. Subtopic of the book: 
“Have we forgotten the Holy Spirit?” 

Memory Verse.—“‘By love serve one an- 
other” (Gal. 5:13). 











PoweR TO HELP SUFFERING ONES 


LREADY this quarter we have seen 

how spiritual power was promised, 
presented, and used. Last week our as- 
signment called for a list of references 
from Acts showing the power of the 
Holy Ghost in the lives of witnesses, and 
the particular service performed in each 
situation. Here are examples: speaking 
for Christ (Acts 2:4); resisting persecu- 
tors (4:8); obeying God rather than men 
(5: 29-32); performing wonders and mir- 
acles (6:5, 8); living and dying victori- 
ously (7:55-60). 

This morning we shall consider fur- 
ther how the Holy Ghost is the power 
of contact between man and God, not 
only in our worship (1 Cor. 12:3), and 
our walk through the world as Chris- 
tians (Gal. 5:25), but in our work for 
those who need material help, as well 
(2 Cor. 6:1). Our service in “places of 
performance” is dependent upon, or bal- 
anced upon, our fellowship with God 
in the “place of prayer.” 

There is a constant relationship be- 
tween the descending power of God and 
the ascending prayers of believers. 


NEEDS: SPIRITUAL 
Suppty: HuMAN, MATERIAL 


In the first part of our lesson (Acts 
4:32-35) you will see that the needs 
of the people who were helped were 
fundamentally spiritual. The disciples 
who served were not just ordinary 
“church workers.” These were Spirit- 
directed workers who made provision 
for physical and economic well-being of 
new believers as well as for needs of 


hearts. Multitudes needed to “repent, 
and be baptized ...and... receive 
the gift of the Holy Ghost.” When this 


was accomplished, God tapped available 
material resources for the common good 
of all who believed until there was none 
“among them that lacked” (Phil. 4:19). 

Discuss the characteristics and activ- 
ities of this community -of believers in 
relation to the service of the girls of 
your own church: 


“One heart” — spiritual fellowship. 

“One soul” — mental harmony. 

“All things common” — material shar- 
ing. 





1“More Power to the Church,” by David 
M. Dawson (1940), Zondervan Publishing 
House, Grand Rapids, Mich. Price, 35 cents. 
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“Great power” — active enthusiasm. 
“Great grace” — God's gift. 
“Brought the prices” — believers’ gifts. 


NeEeps: HuMaAN, MATERIAL 
Supp.ty: SPIRITUAL 

Turn now to Acts 6:1-7 where the sur- 
face needs of Greek widows appeared 
to be wholly material, but they; too, 
needed more of Christ. Who were chosen 
to minister to such needs? Seven’'men 
(God’s number of perfection), “full of 
the Holy Ghost,” were set apart and 
sanctified for this task. Before they ever 
started to work, prayer was made that 
they might have power in their places 
of performance; then, while the “seven” 
worked, “the twelve” (vs. 2, 4) backed 
them up with prayer, and followed with 
the message of redemption. 

Study qualifications of the “seven” in 
relation to social service and welfare 
opportunities of present-day workers: 


“Honest” —their character (Heb. 13: 


18). 

“Wisdom” —their intelligence (1 Cor. 
1: 22-24). 

“Faith” — their trust in God (Heb. 11: 
6). 


“Power” — their Heaven-sent energy 
(2 Sam. 22:33a). 

“Full of the Holy 
Leader (Phil, 4:13). 

Christ’s work requires 
workers. 

Assignment: Find five or six refer- 
ences to prayer in the first seven chap- 
ters of Acts. What suggestion does each 
give for our own prayers? Review Acts 
1:8. 

ALPAUGH, CALIF. 


Ghost” — their 


Christ-filled 


we 


For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


EADY, for a relay race? We shall 

divide our class into two teams 
for questions on our Bible story. The 
first person on each team will write the 
answer to the first question. If you do 
not know the answer, find it in your 
Bible. Then pass the paper and pencil 
to the next person on your team. The 
second person will answer the second 
question, and so on. Which team will 
have the answers finished first with cor- 
rect answers? Here is a copy of the 
questions for each team. (1) Where 
were Peter and John going? (Acts 3: 
1.) (2) What was the matter with the 
beggar? (Acts 3:2.) (3) What did Peter 
give the beggar? (Acts 3:6, 7.) (4) 
Where did the lame man go? (Acts 3: 
8.) (5) Whose power made the man 
walk? (Acts 3:12-16.) (6) Where were 
Peter and John put overnight? (Acts 
4:3.) (7) How did the rulers explain 
the courage of Peter and John? “They 
had been with ” (Acts 4:13). (8) 
When the rulers commanded Peter and 
John not to speak about the Lord, did 
Peter and John promise to obey them? 
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(Acts 4:19,0:) (9) How did Peter and 
John get power to continue to be brave 
witnesses? (Acts 4:31.) 

Did any of you witness at school as 
the boys and girls did in the stories I 
gave you last week? (Read each story 
aloud, and let the pupils comment. Re- 
cord some of the stories in “The Acts 
of the Juniors.”) 

A North. Carolina. boy: got a tooth 
broken off at a party one evening. His 
mother did not know that he had gone 
to the party, and he did not_wish to 
tell her what had happened. He crawled 
into bed with a violently aching nerve. 
Next morning he was out early doing 
chores. He rode the mule to water. 
Buck went the mule! Off went the boy! 
Soon he reported to his mother who was 
getting breakfast in the kitchen, “Ma, 
thet mule threw me agin. An’ jest looka 
thar!” And he opened his mouth wide 
to show the broken tooth. The boy 
didn’t tell a lie, did he? Or did he? 
(After the class have given their ideas 
on lying in word or deed, tell or read 
from the Bible the story of Ananias and 
Sapphira (Acts 4:34 to 5:11). Suggest 
that God punished immediately in their 
case as a lesson to all Christians, that 
we might know how wrong lying is in 
his sight (Col. 3:9a). 

As. the days passed and more people 
became Christians, the twelve apostles 
could not attend to all the work of the 
church. They could not preach, teach, 
pray, and also look after the feeding 
and. clothing of the church folks on re- 
lief. Helpers were needed. Perhaps 
some. folks thought that looking after 
food and clothes was not as important 
as-teaching the Word of God. But for 
this less important job folks with good 
reputations, real Christians, people who 
would use their brains and hands well, 
were demanded. Stephen was one of 
those chosen. As he went about his 
work he was a good witness. Not only 
did he do *his work well, but God 
granted him power to do miracles for 
the people, and he told others about 
the Lord Jesus. Do you think God would 
have given him special powers to work 
for him if he had not been faithful in 
his less. important tasks? (Luke 16:10, 
12.) I think that Stephen began to be 
dependable when he was a boy. How 
would he wash dishes? Did he blame 
baby sister for the broken cup. which 
he had dropped himself? Did he bring 
in his. wood without having to be re- 
minded every night? You may not think 
your home tasks are as important as 
Mother’s and Dad’s. But how you do 
them is most important. You think you 
would do a really important job well? 
Learn, and remember, Luke 16:10. 

Paste a picture of boys and girls at 
work in yvur scrapbook. Give each 


pupil the following message in code, 
with a key, to take home, “Witnesses 
true or false are we, better watch out 
and the right kind be.” 


Write the com- 
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plete alphabet from A to Z. Number 
each letter in consecutive order from 
1 to 26. In writing the message, sub- 
stitute the corresponding numerals for 
the letters. Thus “witnesses” becomes 
23-9-20-14-5-19-19-5-19. 

FRANKFORT, MAINE. 


For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


UPPOSE your church members all 

decided to sell everything they had 
and put it in one treasury, and put all 
they earned into this one treasury, and 
do as the first church did—have “all 
things common” — and let the pastor dis- 
tribute to each what he or she needed. 
Oh, my, what trouble there would be! 
First, we wouldn’t do it; but if we did, 
every family would want to run the dis- 
tribution, so they. would get their share. 
This communal idea has been tried over 
and over, and the only time it ever 
worked was in the first church, I think. 
What was the secret there? Six little 
words tell the story, “Great grace was 
upon them all.” 

And there is the keynote of the lesson 
for the children. 

Why do brothers and sisters quarrel 
and fight? Oh, yes, they do. I see and 
hear them almost every day, slapping 
each other, and running to tell Mother. 
And worse than that, I hear of grown-up 
people who quarrel and fight, even hus- 
bands and wives, and grown brothers 
and sisters. And worse even than that, 
some of these quarreling and fighting 
people are Christians ! 

What is the matter with them? One 
word will explain most of the disagree- 
ments in the world — Selfishness. Self- 
ish boys and girls, selfish men and 
women, selfish nations are al] fighting 
for the biggest share of things. Some 
people are not selfish about things, but 
they love their own way: they will give 
you anything they have, and fight you 
tooth and nail to have their own way 
about doing something. 

I think these people in the first church 
were just ordinary people, just about 
the same as those ‘in your church or 
mine, but something happened to them 
--The Holy Spirit took possession of 
them. Oh, yes, we know the Holy Spirit 
is given to every believer when he ac- 
cepts the Lord Jesus as his Saviour. But 
the Holy Spirit can change us only as 
we let him do it. 

If I came to your house to paint the 
walls and the floors, and you let me into 
the front hall, and left me there, and 
locked every door out of the hall, how 
much painting could I do? Just the hall. 
I couldn’t go any farther. That is the 
way most people treat God’s Holy Spirit. 
They accept Christ, and let the Holy 
Spirit come in, but then they say, “I’m 
going to do just what I want to do. I’m 
saved, but I’m not going to stop doing 
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as I please.” Maybe they don’t say it 
out loud, but they surely say it in their 
heart. 

And so Self is on the throne in their 
hearts, and God cannot use them. 

But the people in that first church 
let the Spirit have full control. They 
did just what he told them to do. They 
went out and witnessed for Christ when 
they knew they would be thrown into 
prison or killea. . Even little children 
died rather than go back on the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

When you let the Holy Spirit come 
in and reign, things lose first place. Did 
you children ever stop to think that 
nothing lasts? No, you haven’t lived 
long enough. Remind the boys and girls 
of toys, and-how they get broken and 
lost. Houses burn down, no matter how 
dear they are to somebody. Clothes get 
old, even your nicest ones. Even our 
bodies get old and ugly. Not a thing 
we can see will last. The Spirit makes 
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us realize that things are not important. 
Then selfishness ceases. 

But we do want our own way. And 
how hard it is to learn that with all our 
undoubted wisdom and brilliance, we 
are sometimes wrong; our way is not al- 
ways best. 

What every Christian in the world 
needs today is “great grace,” but only 
those in whom the Holy Spirit dwells 
can have it. You cannot buy it, you 
cannot learn to have it, you cannot get 
it in any way but as the Holy Spirit 
gives it to you. 

You, Primary teacher, along with the 
rest of us, need “great grace.” Do you 
have it? 


Mopesto, CALuiF. 


- 





The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











May 4. I. An Evening of Religious Poetry. Psa. 
107:1-8. 
Sunday, April 27 


Il. The Cost of Discipleship 
(Luke 14:25-33; John 15:18-27) 





Mon.—Substitution (Mark 8:34-37). 
Tues.—Separation (2 Cor. 6:14-18). 
Wed.—Service (Rom. 12:1, 2). 
Thurs.—Sacrifice (Matt. 10:16-22). 
Fri.—Solitude (2 Tim. 4:16). 
Sat.—Satisfaction (2 Tim. 4:6-8). 








asi GIVE everything I possess to have 
a faith like yours,” said a young 
man to an older Christian. 

“You would?” replied the older man. 
“Well, that is just what it will cost you, 
—all you possess !” 

we 

The Lord Jesus never misrepresented 
to anyone the cost of discipleship. He 
never led anyone to think that by be- 
coming a disciple he might enjoy a life 
of -ease and special privilege, or that 
the cost would be cheap. There are 
blessed privileges and compensations to 
those who are willing to follow the Lord 
Jesus at any cost, but, as our Scripture 
lesson reminds us, the Lord Jesus wants 
us to sit down and reckon the cost, as 
did the man who intended to build the 
tower, and the king about to make war. 
He wants us to reckon the cost not be- 
cause he is afraid that we shall find 
true discipleship of less value than 
earthly things, but that we may realize, 
at least in a measure, the great bless- 
ings and privileges of discipleship and 
thus minimize the cost. 

One of the costs of discipleship to 
which the Lord Jesus called attention is 
that of self-denial. He said, you will 
remember, “If any man will come after 
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me, let him deny himself, and take up 
his cross, and follow me. For whoso- 
ever will save his life shall lose it; and 
whosoever will lose his life for my sake 
shall find it” (Matt. 16:24, 25). Often 
we speak of self-denial as the mere do- 
ing without certain things. For instance, 
a person might do without a new hat 
or a new suit of clothes in order to give 
the money that would be spent for such 
things. to-the cause of missions. But 
while there will undoubtedly be such 
self-denial in the Christian life, — and it 
may often be healthful, — the self-denial 
that the Lord Jesus asks for goes in- 
finitely beyond this. It means to deny 
self,—to forego self-plans, self-ambi- 
tion, self-strength in order to accept 
God’s plan and his strength. 
we 
Another cost of discipleship is that of 
separation. Our Scripture lesson in Luke 
14 tells us of this cost. We should remem- 
ber as we read these words of the Lord 
Jesus that he also said, “This is my com- 
mandment, That ye love one another, as 
I have loved you” (John 15:12). The 
Lord Jesus did not mean that we were 
to hate father and mother and wife and 
children, and brothers and sisters in or- 
der to be his disciples. But, compared 
to our love for him, our love for others 
should be as hate. If we would be true 
disciples, he must be first. No other 
person or thing must be permitted to 
come between us and’ our Lord. Sep- 
aration for Christ’s sake is often costly. 
It may cost us misunderstanding or 
loneliness, and sometimes it may cost 
us someone we love very much. 
ve 
Discipleship sometimes costs suffering. 
The Lord Jesus warned us in the second 
Scripture portion chosen for our lesson 
that the world, which hated him, will 
treat us no less kindly, if we are true 
disciples of his. We may not be called 
upon to face physical suffering as did 
many of the martyrs. But acquaint- 
ances, and sometimes friends, may by 
their.misunderstanding or scorn or ridi- 
cule cause us suffering no less acute. 
It is then that we need Paul’s reminder 
that “if we suffer, we shall also reign 
with him” (2 Tim. 2:12). 
se 
True discipleship costs surrender. 
Surrender is really the other side of 
separation. We are to be separate from 
everything that would hinder our walk 
with the Lord Jesus, but we are also to 
be separated to Christ, and this is what 
surrender means. It means yielding to 
him our every faculty (Rom. 12:1, 2), 
all that we are and have, and letting 
him take complete control. It is an ac- 
tive part of discipleship, not a passive 
one, as we may often think. It means 
willing to do his will at any cost, 
and it involves trusting him to do in us, 
and through us, and with us whatever 
he will do. 
3 
Still another cost of discipleship is 
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stick-to-itiveness. Paul reminds us in 
Hebrews 12:1, 2 that there is such a 
thing in the Christian life as persever- 
ance. It is not so hard sometimes to be 
a disciple of the Lord Jesus at a young 
people’s conference where other young 
people all belong to him or where many 
are dedicating their lives to him. But 
in the humdrum, everyday life at school, 
at the office, or the workshop we need 
that perseverance that the Lord Jesus 
had when he set his face as a flint to 
go to the cross. We may have that 
same perseverance that was his if we 
will “let this mind be in you, which 
was also in Christ” (Phil. 2:5). 
bye ‘ 
However, in thinking of the cost of 
discipleship, let us also think what it 
costs not to be a disciple of the Lord 
Jesus. God does not ask anything of 
us that he does not more than. offset 
by blessings and privileges that can- 
not be compared to any. sacrifice or self- 
denial we may undergo for his sake. 
He offers us a joy that we shall not. be 
able to coiitain. He offers us a peace 
that the world cannot give and cannot 
take away. He offers us a fellowship 
with himself,—the King of kings- and 
Lord of lords, the Lord of glory. And, 
in the life to come, he holds out to us a 
reward that is so completely beyond our 
fondest desires, that Paul likened his 
sufferings to “light affliction, which is 
but for a moment” (2 Cor. 4:17). 
se 
True, it costs to be a disciple of the 
Lord Jesus, but it costs infinitely more 
not to be. The Lord Jesus, for the joy 
that was set before him, endured the 
cross, despising the shame (Heb. 12:2). 
Shall we do less for his sake? 
PHILADELPHIA. 
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Bible Study for Prisoners 


HE work of promoting Bible study 

in jails is reaching remarkable pro- 
portions, and with results that only eter- 
nity will reveal.. Mrs. Josephine Wang 
six years ago began a Bible Correspond- 
ence Course for new Christians, with 
the, thought particularly of reaching 
prisoners. The lessons are attractively 
bound in four series, each booklet cost- 
ing 20 cents. They cover the essentials 
of Bible truth, and have been used in 
young people’s societies, hospitals, and 
the United States Army and Navy. 
Twenty-one thousand five hundred Bible 
Course booklets have been printed, and 
nearly three thousand beautiful certifi- 
cates for the completed work. 

Recently Mrs. Wang compiled a leaflet 
called “Precious Promises,” containing 
fifty Scripture passages that make the 
way of salvation very plain. Working 
through the chaplains, she has placed 
these in as many jails as possible; and 
has made a special offer of a genuine 
leather-bound Bible with the recipient’s 
name in gold on the cover to any pris- 
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oner in hospital wards and condemned 
rows who will commit to memory all 
the Scripture passages on the folder. 
Between November 1, 1940, and January 
‘1, 1941, some 284 prisoners qualified, and 
received these Bibles. Touching letters 
have been received telling of condemned 
prisoners arranging to have their Bibles 
sent “home to Mother.” Two old men 
in their 80’s serving life-time sentences 
learned the verses and had their grand- 
sons’ names printed on the Bible. Three 
men learned the verses in Spanish and 
won Spanish Bibles. Work is being done 
in 121 prisons in the United States, Ha- 
waii, and the Philippine Islands, and 
letters have gone out to 169 chaplains 
throughout the country. 

There is great need for money to print 
10,000 more leaflets, and also purchase 
the Bibles, which by a special arrange- 
ment can be procured for less than $1. 
Gifts for the work should be sent to 
Mrs. Josephine A. Wang, Los Angeles 
Jail Workers’ Association, 1162 N, Coron- 
ado St., Los Angeles, Calif. 


American Bible Society Gifts 
to Army Chaplains 


HE American Bible Society reports 

that from January 1, 1940, to March 
1, 1941, it has supplied by gift to Army 
chaplains 986 Bibles, 49,314 New Testa- 
ments, and 48,812 Gospels and other Por- 
tions. This does not include 291 Bibles, 
45,397 Testaments, and 35,383 Gospels 
supplied in the same period to chaplains 
in the service of the C.C.C. personnel. 
The rate of issue to the Army chaplains 
is rapidly increasing. 

The first binding of the Society’s spe- 
cial “Army Testament” of 70,000 copies 
is nearly exhausted and a new binding 
of 93,000 is in process. The new bind- 
ing will contain on the flyleaf a state- 
ment by President Roosevelt commend- 
ing the Scriptures to the men of the 
Army. Friends of soldiers have pur- 
chased more than 13,000 copies of’ the 
Army Testament for presentation to in- 
dividual soldiers, 
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Did Old Testament Believers 
Experience the New Birth? 
(Continued from second page) 


ferring to Saul, which seems fairly de- 
scriptive of the new birth. In verse 6 
the prophet Samuel says to Saul, “The 
Spirit of the Lord will come upon thee, 
and thou shalt prophesy with them, and 
shalt be turned into another man”; and 
in the 9th verse it is declared that “it 
was so, that when he had turned his 
back to go from Samuel, God gave him 
another heart.” This sounds real, though 
Saul afterwards sometimes behaved very 
badly. But many really born-again 
folks since his day have also behaved 
very badly. 
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The thing that happened to Saul is 
the thing that God has promised for “all 
Israel” in a yet future day, according 
to Ezekiel 36:26 and Jeremiah 31:31-35; 
and it may be that these Scriptures. were 
in our Lord’s mind when he reproved 
Nicodémus for not knowing “these 
things.” 

But, despite the silence of the Old 
Testament touching the subject of in- 
dividual regeneration, there are two 
New Testament Scriptures that seem to 
prove that Old Testament believers were 
born again. 

The first is Luke 13:28, where it is de- 
clared that Abraham and Isaac and Ja- 
cob and all the prophets will be seen 
in the Kingdom of God while others 
are excluded. Now, we have already 
learned, and from the lips of our Lord 
himself, that only those who are born 
again can either see or enter into the 
Kingdom of God. Therefore we are as- 
sured that these Old Testament saints 
were truly born again. 

The second proof passage is Galatians 
4, where Paul teaches that Old Testa- 
ment believers were children of God. 
They did not have the position of son- 
ship in God’s house, the position of New 
Testament believers, yet they were chil- 
dren of God. This proves that they were 
born again, like ourselves, “born, not of 
blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor 
of the will of man, but of God” (John 
1;.13). 
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News from Arousiag in Syria 
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Gospel Sound Films 


Souls are being saved, Church and Sunday School 
attendance is increasing, revivals are taking place, 
people are giving more, with the help of The 
tures Visualized sound films. 12 already avail- 
able. You may arrange for preview of a film to con- 
vince yourself of the results. Write us today. 


C, O. BAPTISTA FILMS (Dept. 10) 
325 W. HURON STREET CHICAGO, ILL. 


For Sale or for Personal Use 
Comforting, encouraging messages of cheer to the 
sick and sorrowing, birthday, etc., many with 
Bible Texts—in great variety of artistic settings— 
the type of Greetings Christian people are looking 
fur. Cards that are different—not found in steres— 
Boxed and Unboxed— o—pnen profit—no investment 
ae Catalo; sales ABI os " asst. 

ASE G IETING ¢ 
264 Laurel St. t. 


WHY propuec 
PROPHECY? 
By Harold L. Lundquist 
A concise, courteous consideration of the views of 
those who oppose prophetic study, with warnings 


to declare ‘‘the whole counsel of God.’’ Opens 
up the Word to inquiring students. 


2-color, art stock covers, 25 cents 


BIBLE INSTITUTE COLPORTAGE ASSOCIATION 
837 N. Wells Street, Chicago, Ill. 
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FREE PAPER 


TRACT NEWS, a neat, informative bi- 
monthly, packed with helps, suggestions 
and true stories, will be sent free for a 
whole year. Just send a card or letter to 


GOOD NEWS, 322 West Washington, Chicago 





The following letter was sent by 
Mr. and Mrs. Dicran Kassouny from 
Beyrouth, Syria, December 10, 1940, 
and was received by their friends 
in Philadelphia early in March. For 
some years Sunday School Times 
readers have followed the education 
and missionary work of Mrs. Kas- 
souny, who was formerly Arousiag 
Stepanian. She and her husband are 
engaged in missionary work among 
the Armenians in Syria, and spon- 
sored by a committee of Christian 
men and women in Philadelphia. 
Gifts for their work may be sent 
to Philip E. Howard, Trustee, 325 N. 
13th St., Philadelphia. 


T A time like this we cannot write 

much, but we are anxious to let you 
know that we are safe and well. We 
have every reason to thank God, al- 
though as a result of war things are 
much more difficult now. 

By faith we reopened our schools and 
trust we shall be able to continue. At 
times our faith is severely tested. But, 
as we came through last year, again 
this year we are trusting. Our children 
come from the poorest of homes. And the 
condition of the poor is very sad; as a 


, natural result of war things are four or 


five times as expensive, although indi- 
viduals and churches do all they can to 
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help the poor, but demands on all sides 
are so many that one is at a loss to know 
just what to do. We know you are con- 
tinuing to pray for our welfare. 

Dicran and I are carrying on the same 
responsibilities. Naturally this year the 
demand on our time is much greater. 
Dicran is completing his premedical 
course this year by taking two more 
eourses at the American University in 
Beyrouth. And as I wrote to you be- 
fore, this in no way interferes with his 
Christian activities. Moreover, it gives 
him opportunities to get into touch with 
the medical students. His Saturday 
night Bible class is growing, and they 
are much more interested and more 
regular. He is again at the high school, 
with the same duties, and is continuing 
the young people’s work. Again they 
are going to start evangelistic services 
in various churches. Last year this 
proved to be a wonderful blessing. 

We received a bunch of SuNpDAy 
ScHoo.t Trmes papers, for which we were 
very, very happy. And this week we 
received the one in which our letter was 
published (August 17, 1940). Thank 
you for all, and thank God for you. 

We both send you much love and best 
Christmas wishes. 


(Signed) Joy and Dicran. 





[ Children at Home 


Old Ann Stories 
XIX. Star Stories 
By Samuel Scoville, Jr. 


HE Dog Days had come. From 

morning to night the moist heat lay 
upon the land like a steaming blanket. 
It had been too warm even to play, 
and we children had stayed beneath the 
big nut tree by the hedge and hunted 
for butternuts, left over from last fall, 
hidden in the grass. When we found 
one we cracked it between two stones 
and ate the brown meat. Sometimes 
we played stick-knife and other quiet 
games languidly in the shade, until at 
long last evening came. 

The sun had gone down, a round, red 
ball in a haze of heat and all of us, 
grown-ups and little-ups alike, met at 
supper. A huge, brown, earthenware 
jug was on the table, filled with rich 
milk dipped from a can which hung in 
the cold depths of the bubbling spring 
in the milk house. In front of each 
of us was a big, yellow, earthenware 
bowl and a spoon. Father had the 
Wadsworth Spoon and Mother the Bul- 
lard Spoon, which had come down to 
them from the days when New York 
was still a British province. Each of 
them was made of thin, bright, silver, 
with a long, pointed bowl, and a flat 
handle, on which was engraved a W 
and a B, respectively. 
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Beside the milk pitcher was a plate 
heaped high with thick slabs of gray, 
moist rye bread and a bowl of rusk, 
with a ladle in it. 

Rusk was made from stale bread 
heated to a crisp in the oven and ground 
fine in a coffee mill. It always seemed 
to me like eating sand, and I stuck to 
the soft, damp rye bread, but Father 
thought the world of rusk and nearly 
emptied the bowl every night. 

After supper, while the other children 
played at parchesi or go-bang, I made 
my way to the kitchen steps where Cld’ 
Ann was sitting, looking up at the black- 
violet sky, all bespangled with summer 
stars. 

I sat down beside her and snuggled 
against her crisp, starched apron. She 
pretended to be very cross. 

“Now what you want, Sammy, comin’ 
out here botherin’ me when I’m restin’?” 
she scolded. 

“A story,” I announced sleepily. 

“I’ve told you all the stories in the 
world,” she protested. “There ain’t any 
more left.” 

“A star story,” said I, leaning my head 
back into her lap so that I could look 
up at the sky, “an Indian star story.” 

Old Ann began to chuckle. 

“I never ought to have telled you 
anythin’ *bout Injuns,” she said. 

“Go on,” I commanded. 

Old Ann studied the sky reflectively. 

“Do you see that little swarm o’ stars 
in the top o’ the sky that looks like a 
swarm o’ bees?” she began, pointing to 
the Pleiades. I nodded. 

“The Injuns used to call them the 
Good Luck Stars. When they came back 
into the sky in May all the Injuns ’d 
come out an’ dance an’ sing an’ have 
a big dinner. In the fall when they 
stood at the top o’ the sky at midnight, 
the Chief he’d allers go an’ hide, for on 
that night he had to give away anything 
he had to the first person that asked 
for it. The whole tribe would spend 
the night a-huntin’ him an’ he generally 
spent the night up in the top o’ some 
high tree.” . 

I meditated for some time on that 
story. 

“T’d ask him for his tommy-hawk an’ 
his bow an’ narrow an’ all his scalps,” 
I said at last. 

“Yes, I guess you would,” agreed Ann. 
“It were lucky for chiefs in the old days 
that you weren’t around.” 

Just then the midsummer moon came 
up over East Hill. 

“Do you see the marks on the moon’s 
face,” asked Ann, waving her hand 
toward the golden disc. I squinted my 
eyes. 

“Yes,” I said at last. 
of ’em.” 

“The Injuns they say a rabbit made 
’em,” Ann informed me. “One night Mr. 
Rabbit he were fast asleep behind a, 
bush an’ Mr. Moon come down an’ grab 
him an’ take him up into the sky but 


“There’s a lot 
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the rabbit he kicked out with his hind 
legs an’ scratched the moon’s face so 
bad that he dropped him an’ the rabbit 
he jump half across the sky. This win- 
ter when Orion, the Hunter, comes into 
the sky, I’ll show you that rabbit’s track, 
made by four stars below Orion’s belt. 
It looks just like the rabbit track I 
showed you in the snow last winter, 
two near-apart stars where his forepaws 
came down an’ two far-apart stars in 
front where his big hind feet landed 
when he jumped. Now you start for 
bed.” 

As I got up I looked over my shoul- 
der and seized Ann’s apron in a sudden 
panic, 


“Nanny, Nanny, look-et, the Moon’s 


‘a-followin’ me,” I cried. 


Old Ann laughed and patted me 
softly. 

“IT won't let him touch you,” she prom- 
ised. “You go to bed; that’s allers the 
safest place for little boys.” 

HAVERFORD, Pa. 
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A Swiss Champion 
of the Oppressed 
(Continued from second page) 


Geneva where de Meuron spoke, in the 
open, to villages and passers-by. In the 
city he came into contact constantly 
with alcoholism, that archenemy of the 
Gospel, and soon entered the Blue Cross 
Society of which for many years he was 
the Swiss leader. A gifted musician, he 
organized and conducted choirs for 
evangelistic work and brass bands for 
the lodges of his converted drunkards. 
This gave interest and safety to these 
rescued men. He also went to the help 
of outraged women. 


Early in life he had heard Mrs. 
Josephine Butler speak, and later on be- 
came one of her most efficient lieuten- 
ants. This remarkable woman was an 
earnest Christian. Of one incident in 
her life she wrote: 


I was invited by Yves Guyot to lecture 
in the Belleville quarter of Paris where 
the Communists live. We had a great meet- 
ing. Desmoulins, Dr. Depres, and other 
friends took their place with me on the 
platform. They were careful to say noth- 
ing which would disclose their Christian 
connections and so advised me. I promised 
to be prudent. But when I saw that great 
audience of wageworkers, those figures bent 
with care yet all attentive, silently ques- 
tioning, I was moved to the depths of my 
soul. In my heart I prayed, “O thou great 
Shepherd, who seeketh the lost lambs, be- 
hold this flock without a shepherd. Have 
pity on them !” 

I spoke of their sorrows, their difficulties, 
the evil done their family life, of their 
daughters, and of the justifiable bitterness 
which many of them felt as fathers and 
mothers. I saw how deeply they were af- 
fected. In astonishment they asked me why 
I concerned myself with them. I forgot 
all the recommended cautions and an- 
swered, “Because I am a Christian.” A 


slight rustle went through the assembly, 
but the attention continued to the end. 
I stopped at a near-by hotel. 


The next 
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day, early, the proprietor told me a depu- 
tation of Belleville workers wished to speak 
to me. When I entered the room there 
was a large group of those who had heard 
me the day before. Their spokesman said, 
“We have come to thank you for your mag- 
nificent address of yesterday,” adding, ““We 
especially want to thank you for the word 
you used, ‘I am a Christian,’ for we now 
see that ‘Christian’ has a meaning we were 
not- aware of.” 

After her victories in England’ Mrs. 
Butler’: went to the Continent. The 
abolitionists sought to initiate legislation 
for the destruction of. regulated vice. 
The press ridiculed them as pietists and 
Pharisees. M. de Meuron was in the 
thick of it. For two whole sessions he 
held the legislative body in the grip 
of his powerful oratory. A public meet- 
ing was convened in the. Salle de -la 
Réformation, and the police had to step 
in to quell the riot of vile talk and. ob- 
scene songs. When the vote. was taken 
the abolitionists were defeated, 8,502 
against 4,053. The church of La Fusterie 
was used for balloting and became the 
scene of violent demonstrations, drunken 
howlings, cries of “Down with the 
snivelers!” At one time M. de Meuron’s 
life was in danger. The lake of Geneva 
was close by and-the-shout was raised, 
“Throw him in!” A _ bodyguard of 
friends gathered and escorted him to a 
hotel where he stayed all night. 

Mrs. Butler was also threatened, and 
driven to a place of refuge with Prof. 
Favre. 

“What do you, in England, do when 
you are beaten as we are?” 

“What do we do?” she replied. 
friend, we begin again.” 

“Ah, well,” said M. de Meuron, “God 
is my witness; we will do the same.” 

Thirty years later the reform was 
adopted ! -De Meuron became one of the 
League of Nations’ experts on the sub- 
ject of the traffic in women. 

He entered public life to fight for good 
morals and public decency. With a 
group of Christian intellectuals he 
started, and edited, the Signal of Gen- 
eva, which for many years championed 
all good causes. In his work of evan- 
gelization he noticed how often the poor 
suffered from want of proper legal ad- 
vice. So he started an office to provide 
this, and to undertake other tasks. ‘The 
engineer-evangelist became a_ legal 
counselor. This he carried on un- 
til 1922 when the National Church of 
Geneva took it over. He made a pro- 
found study of co-operatives, and helped 
in this movement. He was a leader in 
the higher education of girls. He or- 
ganized auto canteens to provide the 
troops at maneuvers with non-alcoholic 
drinks. 

How many sick he visited, though hav- 
ing little time for it, bearing in the 
crook of his arm a pot of jam or a 
growing geranium! His office was the 
great confessional of Geneva, where all 
kinds of perplexed and needy came for 
advice and help. Attacked by -the press 


“My 
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for his advocacy of women’s causes he 
merely said, “When they throw mud, ‘let 
it dry, and then shake it off, and think 
no more of it.” 

His face was one of great intelligence, 
kindness, and “limpidity.” During his 
closing days of sickness the Communion 
was given him at his bedside. He longed 
to see, for the last time, the dawn of 
another -Christmas -Day: During - the 
night of the 24th, he turned his eyes 
many times toward his. watch:- When 
the hands marked -ten minutes after 
midnight he left earth to enter-life eter- 
nal. 

“Well done, thou -good and faithful 
servant” ! 





With the New Books 








Ah Sin: By Sherman A. Nagel: (Wm. 
B. Eerdmans Publishing Co.; Grand 
Rapids, Mich., $2.) - Corinne Winslow 
never should have married Wong Lee. 
She knows it now—in China: But 


having escaped the Wongs, she -is aided- 


by the bandit chief, Ah Sin, to reach 
American missionaries. Here, after 
Lee’s death, we see her married again to 
Ray Holden, bachelor missionary up the 
river. God blesses the two in their 
efforts, and -when a girls’ school. .is 
opened. on their compound, one of the 
new students is Fa Len, Corinne’s quon- 
dam sister-in-law, who: was betrothed in 
babyhood to the bandit leader. .The way 
this lovely Chinese is able not only to 
save the life of Ah Sin—now. become 
general of an army—but to win him 
to Christ, makes fine reading. 

Without once pausing to break this 
thrilling story thread, Mr. Nagel suc- 
ceeds in answering all sorts of questions 
that Westerners ask about China, and 
in giving at the same time some memo- 
rable pictures of China’s great ones. And 
though he glances at the seamy side of 
life, the glances do not linger, and were 
it not for one fault, the effort would be 
praiseworthy indeed. But—the mis- 
sionaries, noble and _ self-sacrificing 
though they: are, teach that fallacious 
doctrine wherein God’s Son is held up 
only as example rather than Saviour. 
However, the experience of. learning 
something of China through a four-hour 
factual novel is certainly enjoyable. 


“Things That Differ.” By W. H. Rogers, 
D.D. (Loizeaux Bros., New York, paper, 
60 cents; cloth, $1.) Dr. Rogers’ sub- 
title, “Essential Principles and Discrim- 
inations,” indicates very -clearly the 
scope of this work. He has prepared a 
book that will be welcomed by all who 
desire to become more learned in the 
things of the Word. In outline form he 
lists, and briefly discusses, the essential 
principles to be kept in mind in Bible 
study, and the discriminations which the 
careful student of the Book must make. 
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The author has packed an amazing 
amount of helpful material into seventy 
pages. While his discussion of individ- 
ual points is necessarily brief, never- 
theless, there is an abundance of schol- 
arly information, presented in simple 
style, within the covers of this book: 
His discussion of the work of the Holy 
Spirit is exceptionally fine. And the 
distinctions he makes in the Biblical use 
of prepositions, adverbs, and conjunc- 
tions are of great value. Dr. Rogers’ 
work reveals him as one who rightly 
divides the Word of truth, and who has 
been enabled of God to help others dis- 
tinguish between things that differ. 


The Fun Encyclopedia. By E. O. Har- 
bin. (Cokesbury Press, Nashville, Tenn., 
$2.75.) Having fun and causing others 
to have fun in social gatherings is a real 
art, and here in this volume are 933 
pages devoted entirely to this art. On 
these pages are more than 2,400 plans 
for fun for everybody — children; young 
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Vacation in the Adirondack Foothills 


Small hone camp, with float, on beautiful, pri- 
vately owned lake. Readily accessible. Rates per week, 
$20; per month, $60. Christian atmosphere. 

MISS ROSE BURNHAM, R. F. D., Keeseville, N. Y. 


As reference, please mention The Sunday School Times 


Old Fashioned Revival 


Nationwide 
Gospel Broadcast 


Mutual Network and Independ- 
ent Stations. Consult religious 
page of local newspapers for sta- 
tions and times. 

CHARLES E. FULLER, Director 
P. 0. Box 123, Los Angeles, Calif, 











YOUR SPIRITUAL 
AND PHYSICAL 
WELL-BEING at 


MONTROSE 
MINISTERIAL 
INSTITUTE 


Montrose, Pa.—July 14 to 24 


Spend eleven wonderful days of vaca- 
tion in the cool Pennsylvania mountains 
with the opportunity of hearing such 
well-known speakers as Dr. Will H. 
Houghton, Dr. Car) Armerding, Col. F. 
J. Miles, Reverend K. S. Wuest, Rev- 
erend Roy L. Laurin, and Reverend W. 
Douglas Roe. Five instructive sessions 
daily. Enjoy boating, fishing, hikes, 
croquet, archery, etc., during recreation 
time. Conducted primarily for pastors 
and Christian workers, but the public is 
cordially invited. Bring your family and 
come! 
Write for illustrated folder. 





The HOOD) Bible Institute 


; mSTITA 


TE PLACE 





Five Bible Study Books 


Offered to You 
Without Money Cost 


From answers to questions asked of our readers it is estimated that — 





Only half of our Sunday school workers own a con- 
cordance. (Index of the Bible by words.) How can the 
other half find an unfamiliar verse > 


A still smaller number of them own a Bible diction- 
ary. (Explanation of Bible words.) What answers can 
the others give to many Bible questions ? 


Less than one in every four of them own a Bible text 
book. (Index of the Bible by subjects.) This book saves 
hours of time, and gives you hundreds of references on a 
wide range of Bible teaching. 


One third of our readers are making use of ,the Sco- 
field Reference Bible. (King James Version, with Dr. 
Scofield’s extraordinary helps and chain references.) This 
edition of the Bible will increase the efficiency of every 
teacher. Included with this is a copy of “A Year’s 
Bible Course.” 


How You Can Get These Books 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES will give all five of these vitally necessary Bible study books in return for 
only 8 zew twenty-four weeks subscriptions to the Times at $1.00 each. These books are on the publishers’ 
regular lists today, and their retail value is $8.25. This offer applies only to subscriptions in the U. S. A. 


Cruden’s Concordance Smith’s Bible Dictionary The Bible Text Book 
The Scofield Reference Bible A Year’s Bible Course 


This plan is very simple: We will send you a supply of sample copies of THE SUNDAY 
SCHOOL TIMES. Hand these copies to a number of your acquaintances; tell each of them 
what THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES can do for them, in their teaching, their Bible study, 
and the study of the Christian life, and tell them what you are working for. As soon as 
you get the eight subscriptions, send the names and addresses of these new subscribers 
with a remittance of $8.00. When we receive your list of names and addresses, with remit- 
tance, we will enter the subscriptions on our mailing list, and will send the five books to 
your address, postpaid. Please be sure to send all EIGHT SUBSCRIPTIONS in at one 
time and not in several smaller groups. This offer applies only to subscriptions in the U. S. A. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES believes that these books will increase the efficiency of every Christian 
worker using them, and is glad to make this extraordinary offer to its readers and their fellow workers. 











A postal card telling us where and when to send the sample copies of THE SuNDay ScHOoL TimEs to you will 
bring. them promptly, with a letter and an order blank and return envelope, together with full information 
about the paper. We will also send you copies of two interesting circulars about the Times, for distribution 
among your friends when you hand them the sample copies. Mail your postal card today ! 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 
325 N. THIRTEENTH STREET PHILADELPHIA, PENNA. 

















Lesson for April: 27 
. With the New Books 
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people, and adults. These plans are 
arranged topically, making it easy to 
find specific features of entertainment. 
For example, among the twenty-one 
chapters of the book are: Home Fun, 
Fun with Banquets, Fun with Active 
Games, Fun with Nonsense Games and 
Stunts, Fun Outdoors, Fun with Music, 
Fun with Seasonal Parties, Fun as a 
Hostess, and Fun with Children. Some 
of the games and stunts are illustrated, 
there being over 200 illustrations. All 
are described clearly and in many cases 
so whimsically that the explanation af- 
fords entertainment in itself. The book 
is really a fun library and is a compre- 
hensive, all-purpose, entertainment plan 
book for the home, the school, the 
church, the club, and the playground. 
Complete directions for making equip- 
ment for games at home are given, and 
music for musical games and programs 
is printed. Besides being classified by 
chapters, there is a complete alphabet- 
ical index of games in the back of the 
book; also a fine bibliography and list 
of publishers and periodicals having to 
do with recreation and fun. Thirty- 
eight pages of suggestions and helps 
for the hostess and leader are given in 
the last chapter, which is entitled, “Fun 
in Sharing Fun.” Every leader of fun 
and recreation should own this book — 
he would never run out of ideas! 


John Three-Sixteen. By R. L. Moyer, 
D.D. (Family Altar Book Shop, 200 
Plymouth Bldg., Minneapolis, Minn., $1, 
cloth; 60 cents, paper.) Many Christians 
have heard the story of how Henry 
Moorehouse was led of God to trans- 
form the messages of D, L. Moody. He 
did this by preaching for a week in Mr. 
Moody’s church on John 3:16. No doubt 
it is going to be possible to tell similar 
stories of the helpful influence of this 
volume. The author, who is the Dean 
of the Northwestern Bible School and 
Associate Pastor of the First Baptist 
Church, of Minneapolis, has written 
these ten splendid evangelistic sermons 
on John 3:16. The foreword is a high 
commendation by Dr. H. A. Ironside. 
The sermons abound in striking illus- 
trations. They are calculated to awaken 
the unsaved and to give peace and as- 
surance to the anxious. 


Pilgrim Fare From Bible Lands. By 
William T, Ellis. (Association Press, New 
York, $1.50.) Few men of our day have 
had so frequent and so illuminating 
travels among Bible lands as Dr. William 
T. Ellis, whose weekly articles and com- 
ment on The International Sunday 
School Lessons reach many hundreds of 
thousands of readers through news- 
papers that carry his syndicated articles. 
In his travels, Dr. Ellis is very alert 
for the inner meaning as applied to 
daily life derived from his observation 
of persons and customs in the lands of 
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the Book. He is not a mere observer 
of the interesting features found in his 
travels, but he sees in these incidents 
many a lesson illustrative of the prob- 
lems with which we deal in our more 
quiet life in the homes that are all 
around us. These daily readings derive 
their significance from the keenly ob- 
served incidents and persons and places, 
and they range over the uplands of the 
human scene. It is a stimulating book, 
vivid and searching, and it is like a con- 
versation day by day with an experi- 
enced traveler as you go, who is ever 
pointing out to you something that you 
might easily miss without his help, and 
leaving you with a most refreshing sense 
of the wealth and memorable reality of 
your journey. 
we 


Two Encouraging Leaflets 





N Tue Sunpay ScHoot Trwes of Feb- 

ruary 26, and October 1, 1938, there 
appeared two articles, “A Rooster’s En- 
couragement,” and “Encouragement for 
Clothesline Christians,” by Mrs. Alverta 
N. Dundas, of California. These little 
stories, by way of illustrations from 
everyday life, point out very simply the 
way by which the Lord can, and does, 
train those whose lives are placed fully 
in his hands, thus making them “fit for 
the Master’s. use.” The articles have 
brought much encouragement to dis- 
couraged Christians who have passed 
through sorrow, been lonely, disheart- 
ened, misunderstood, and disappointed. 
Copies have been distributed in women’s 
church societies, missionary training 
schools, and they have also been used 
as radio talks. These stories are now 
available in leaflet form from The 
Wheeler City Rescue Mission, 245 North 
Delaware Street, Indianapolis, Ind., at 
15 cents per 100 for “A Rooster’s En- 
couragement,” and 20 cents per 100 for 
“Encouragement for Clothesline Chris- 
tians.” ' 





For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 








Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lessons, issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 


April 21 to 27 


Mon.—Acts 4:32-35. 
The Jerusalem Brotherhood. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Them that be- 
lieved were of one heart and of one 
soul.” The men in the early Church at 
Jerusalem were all united in heart. The 
love of Jesus bound their souls together. 
They were a brotherhood such as the 
world has not seen since. Believers need 
to become one in Christ Jesus. Endeavor 
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WERE Eager 


to learn 
the Bible 





Tomorrow 
may be too 
late! Teach 
the Bible 
NOW! 


HOW? 


Here are 3 
tested aidé, 


“Superior” Summer 
School Series 


Definite, practical, Bible-centered lessons. Be- 
ginners, Primary, Junior, and Intermediate 
departments. Something to DO. Combines 
worship, instruction, expression. Outline 
covers every minute of each day —a boon to 
the untrained teacher, :. revelation to trained 
workers. Send for Prospectus of Free sample 


“ALL BIBLE” 
Graded Series 


Clarence H. Benson, Editor-in-Chief. Boys 
and girls get 12,000 hours in the public school 
and an average of 170 hours in Sunday school. 
How important the right teaching material in 
those 170 hours! ‘Two reasons for the nation- 
wide success of this series: (1) All-Bible in 
content and (2) departmentally graded. In- 
vestigate. Use coupon below. 


The Church School 
PROMOTER 


Superintendents! Teachers! Get a different 
slant, new ideas, fresh inspiration that will lift 
your school from mediocrity to genuine spirit- 
ual success. Get started at once with this 
‘magazine for the American Sunday School.” 
Twelve fine, lively issues a year for a dollar. 


Three years, $2.00. Foreign, 25 cents extra 
per year. 


THE SCRIPTURE PRESS Dept. SS4 
800 North Clark Street, Chicago, Illinois 
(} Please send me Prospectus of Free sample 
Lessons of SUPERIOR SUMMER SCHOOL 
SERIES for DVBS. 
() Also Free Compendium of 780 Lessons on 
All Bible Graded Series and sample lesson 
manuals. I enclose 10c toward mailing cost. 
((} Check here for sample of The Church 
School Promoter. Enclose 10c. 
Name. 
Address 
City, 
I am (office) of. 
Church add 








State. 





church 




















Ee 
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SHIFTING WINDS 


PROPHECY MONTHLY FOR MAY 
will discuss new prophetic interpreta- 
tions disturbing many. Hold steady! 
Read about Haile Selassie, the Ghost of 
International Morality; Great Commission 
Streamlined by Federal Council; Certified 
Pulpiteers and Canned Preaching; World 
Zionist Movement honors the late Wm. E. 
Blackstone; Are we in 1941 or 1959? In- 
formation you will greatly prize in this May 
issue (10 cents), Special 4 months trial 
offer 25 cents, stamps. $1 for vear (with 
this ad) get FREE two recent issues and an 
inspiring gift booklet. 





AMERICAN PROPHETIC LEAGUE, INC. 
Gordon F. Pelton, Exec. Sec’y 
Box BB, Sta. E. R. Los Angeles, Calif. 


To any evangelical Christian 
F p r is minister, Sunday school or 
missionary superintendent, 
one copy of “Take No Thought” for each 
family in his congregation providing he will 


agree to give a talk on Tithing before dis- 














tribution. Write stating denomination and 
number of leaflets desired to TITHER, 


7218S, Title Insurance Bldg., Los Angeles, Calif. 









Large sample package of valuable, 
fruitful tracts, only 25c. Proven 
aids in soul-winning. Distribute through friends, Sun- 
day school, mail, and to people you meet. Widely 
used. Everywhere popular. Strengthen and encourage 
your own faith, and that of others. Order today. 
Also tract racks, Post Cards, Cellophane Sheets, etc. 


Faith, Prayer & Tract League, Dept. T., Muskegon Hts., Mich. 





ewes JUST PUBLISHED == 


ARMY AND NAVY 


OXFORD 


NEW TESTAMENT & PSALMS 
non nes eae sl 


Specially made for Army and 
Navy use. Strongly bound in 
waterproof Moroccoette, overlap- 
ping edges, roundcorners, stained 
.edges and gold lettering. Khaki 
colored for the Army and in Blue 
for the Navy. 


Printed with easy-to-read onyx type, 
self-pronouncing, size only 45 x 25/g x 
Yo inches. With Presentation Page. 


Specimen of Type 


28 And when I would en deny 24 
ve known the cau ND after_five days 
wherefore they accused pet the high 
him, I brought him|priest descended with 
forth into their council; | the elders, and with a 
hom I perceived | certain orator named 
to be accused of ques-| Tér-til‘lis, who  in- 
tions of their law, but | formed the governor a- 
to have nothing laid to | gainst Paul. 
291 


No. 0142A. Khaki colored, for the sone. . 8 .60 
No. Z0142A. Same, with zipper binding..... 1.25 
No. 0142N. Blue, for the Navy.. soem a 

No. Z0142N. Same, with zipper binding. cone 1.25 


At all Booksellers or from the Publishers 


OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS 
114 Fifth Avenue. New York 
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to keep the unity of the Spirit in the 
churches. Pray for the Nigerian Faith 
Mission, 2704 Main St., Buffalo, N. Y. 


Tues.—Acts 6:1-7. Organized Service. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Men ... whom 
we may appoint over this business.” God 
loves order. In his Church and King- 
dom, his people have their appointed 
service. No one can do your work; 
neglected or done, it remains your work 
forever. Is Christ your Saviour? Then 
he is also your Lord. Your life and 
service must be in the will of God. Pray 
for Scripture readers in army, navy, and 
air service of this and other lands. 


Wed.—Romans 15:1-9. Mutual Helpfulness. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Let every one of 
us please his neighbour for his good.” 
Do good to all the people you can, in 
the right way, and for the right reasons. 
Our Lord Jesus “went about doing 
good”; and we should seek to be the 
best friends of mankind. Make your 
neighbors happy in the Christian way by 
doing what will lead them to the Sav- 
iour. Pray for missionaies working for 
Christ in the police courts. 
Thurs.—Galatians 6:1-10. 

Forbearance and Helpfulness. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “As we have 
therefore opportunity, let us do good 
unto all men, especially unto them who 
are of the household of faith.” Be sure 
to single out the Lord’s people for spe- 
cial kindnesses, as the Word says, “espe- 
cially unto them who are of the house- 
hold of faith.” Be patient with, and 
useful to, all others. Everywhere and to 
everybody be a sunbeam for the Lord 
Jesus. Pray for all city rescue missions. 


Fri.—2 Corinthians 9:1-8. A Cheerful Service. 
PRAYER SvuGcEsTIONS: “God loveth a 
cheerful giver.” Giving is usually less 
pleasant than receiving. But God’s grace 
in the heart makes it more blessed to 
give than to receive. The evil of selfish- 
ness, which lurks within all hearts, is 
kept down by Christian giving. The 
little boy who put his penny into the 
collection basket reluctantly and then 
made a grab for more than he had put 
in was experiencing the pull of selfish- 
ness. Give with a smile, cheerfully, for 
Jesus’ sake. Pray that God will teach 
you how to please him in this matter of 
giving. 
Sat.—Isaiah 41:8-16. The Divine Helper. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “I will strengthen 
thee ...I1 will help thee . . . I will up- 
hold thee.” These are great and precious 
promises. The first takes account of our 
weaknesses; the second of our impossi- 
bilities; and the third of our liabilities. 
Our almighty Saviour stands ready to 
help us at every turn. “He is able also 
to save them to the uttermost that come 
unto God by him” (Heb. 7:25). Blessed 
is the man whose strength is in God. 
Pray for Raymond Lull Home, Tangier, 
Morocco, North Africa (Memorial to the 
first missionary to the Moslems, mur- 
dered in 1315). 


(Lesson for Apr. 27) Apr. 12, 1941 


Sun.—Psalm 112:1-10. 
Growth through Generosity. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Blessed is the 


man that feareth the Lord.” A good 
man is better for his goodness. We re- 
ceive good while doing good. Inwardly 


and outwardly, prosperity attends obe- 
dience to God’s Word. The generous are 
particularly blessed of God. “Give, and 
it shall ke given unto you; good measure, 
pressed down, and shaken together, and 
running ‘over, shall men give into your 
bosom” (Luke 6:38). Pray for the “Go- 
forth Evangelists,’ Szepingkai, Man- 
churia. 
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